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A letter from Fr. Manuel Merten the Promoter of the Nuns

Dear Sisters

Some twenty years ago, I made my first acquaintance with “therapeutic fasting.”  I was at that time Regent of Studies of the province of Teutonia, and my deputy was a past master in this form of fasting. He told me of “amazing results.” Somewhat sceptically, I decided to give it a try: total abstinence from all food, liquids only permitted.

On the first day I had a headache and thought: how ridiculous this is. On the second day, I felt faint and consoled myself with the thought: you‘ll soon put a stop to this. On the third day, things weren‘t too bad, and on the fourth, fine. In the night between the fourth and fifth days I got up and stood in prayer before the Almighty. I don‘t remember ever having prayed so attentively, so intensely or for so long before. I got through the following day, having had very little sleep, and seemed more attentive to everything going on around me. This time of fasting was for me an experience of living life more intensely. Since then I kept promising myself to try it again sometime.

When Lent came around this year, I experienced it as a real invitation and an opportunity. I naturally wanted this special time of year to be fruitful for my spiritual life, but I also quite simply wanted to lose weight, as I had put on a few kilos since the General Chapter at Providence. So I added very concrete and practical resolutions to my more spiritual ones: half an hour of sport every day and a week of therapeutic fasting. 

And so, I look back on this week of fasting. My weight has come down by five kilos. What is more important, my shortness of breath has gone. I can once more run for half an hour, without being out of breath. And in general my feeling of well being has increased. I am living ”lighter.” Once again I had the experience that to abstain from something is not the same thing as to lack something. The opposite is often the case. The awareness that has come to me through fasting is that less is more!

Perhaps this is an image for our religious life. Moved by the love of God and of mankind, we become aware that a little less in life is not necessarily a lack, but can be a positive gain. Enclosure, restrictions on our freedom of movement, silence, restrictions on the means of communication;  poverty, limitations on the desire for profit; obedience, limitations on self-esteem;  celibacy for the sake of the Kingdom, restrictions on direct experience of human love and gift of self;  etc. - all of that makes sense on the basis of our love of God, faced with the human experience that less is often more.

I wish you all a blessed feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. With his life, Passion, death and resurrection, he embodies the experience that less can be more, and that it is worth giving up even good things for God‘s sake and the sake of mankind – not so as to have less or to be less, but rather in order “to have life and to have it to the full.”  (John 10,10).

After these thoughts and wishes for Lent and Eastertide, there are a few other points. Firstly, the International Commission of Nuns. On the 12th of March the Master of the Order made his choice from amongst the names submitted to him by the various regions or federations, and appointed the following sisters as members of the Commission for six years: Sr. Blanca Gómez Cano OP (Latin America); Sr. Flora María Collado Martínez OP (Federación de “Santo Domingo”, Spain); Sr. M. Inmaculada Franco Mártinez OP (Federación de la „Inmaculada“, Spain); Sr. Vincenza Panza OP (Italy); Sr. Joyce-Rita Mumu OP (Africa); Sr. Mary Emmanuelle of the Rosary OP (Asia). 

For the following sisters, their term as members of the International Commission has been extended by three years until 2005: Sr. Mary Thomas Michalek OP (North America); Sr. Teresa Coronado OP (Mexico); Sr. Isabel Ma Gutiérrez Reyes OP (Federación del “Rosario”, Spain); Sr. Claire-Marie de Jesus Rolf OP (France); Sr. Maria Thomas Schniederberend OP (Europa Utriusque). A first meeting of this newly composed International Commission of Nuns is planned for week 35 of the year, from 26 to 31 August 2002, and will take place at the Monastery of Rieste – Lage (formerly Klausen) in Germany.

Many heartfelt thanks for the many positive reactions to the “the future of Dominican presence in Prouilhe” project. Even if there are not many candidates for a possible transfer as yet, the Master of the Order, the community in Prouilhe and myself have received many letters with promises of prayer and good wishes from all over. That gives courage and confidence.

I also would like to thank you for the Christmas greetings you sent me, and also those that have already arrived early for Easter, and for all your letters of encouragement, faxes, calls and e-mails. I can only once again apologise for not being able to respond to all of these signs of kindness. Therefore I would like to encourage you to remind me, if you have the impression of having to wait a long time for an answer from me, if it concerns a matter that is important to you.

                                                                           United in prayer and in love of our Order 
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Fr. Manuel Merten OP

 




              Prom. Gen. monialium
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The monastery “Mater Misericordiae“ in Luxembourg is dissolved

The  Monastery, “Mater Misericordia” in Luxembourg is Dissolved

With effect from 28 December 2002, the Congregation for Religious life and Communities of Apostolic life officially dissolved the Dominican monastery of “Mater Misericordiae” in Luxembourg. The sisters have been admitted to two care homes and to the community of the Dominican Sisters of Bethany in Schwalmtal-Waldniel (Germany).

The Master of the Order requested the former prioress, Sr Maria Regina Müller OP, to take on responsibility for the on-going welfare of her sisters in these various localities. Fr Manuel Merten, General Promoter of the Nuns, remains vicar of the Master of the Order for the remaining responsibilities in connection with the disbandment of the monastery, and supports Sr Maria Regina Müller in caring for the well being of her sisters. 

After negotiations currently proceeding, the State of Luxembourg will purchase the monastic buildings and parts of the grounds.

A letter concerning the "MONJAS DOMINICAS" in LEON, NICARAGUA

Dear Sisters in St. Dominic, 

I am writing these words in February, though I do not know when the next  MONIALIBUS will be sent out.  But I hope and pray that the peace of God and the Good News that leapt so gratuitously from the lips of St. Dominic will bless each of you and your communities as a whole. Having worked with the Commission of the Nuns at the Providence General Chapter, I felt an even deeper union with all of our nuns' communities throughout the world. 

I have just returned from a retreat with the nuns in Leon, Nicaragua.  As many of you may remember, the monastery there (Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe) was very badly damaged during Hurricane Mitch in November 1998.  Since then, the sisters have managed to live in the parts of the monastery that were saved, with the hopes of eventually being able to build a new monastery in a safer place.

Besides the wonderful days spent with our sisters in Nicaragua this past week, I was also able to visit the site of the new monastery.  With little more than hearts filled with faith, the sisters are beginning to build. The land has been levelled off and the wall around the property is presently being built. In a country where hurricanes and earthquakes are common,  "building on solid ground" is a gospel imperative in more ways than one! 

The new monastery will be much closer to the capital city of Managua, and there is hope that this will be a positive step towards attracting vocations. There are presently nine sisters in the community, and their life is vibrant and overflowing with joy.  As your brother, and having myself spent nine of the past ten years working in Central America, I add my mendicant voice to that of our sisters in Nicaragua.  After Haiti, Nicaragua is the second poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. The presence of contemplative Dominican nuns among the poor of Central America is a wonderful testimony to the faithful presence of God.  In this region of the world, where the blood of so many martyrs has been shed in the past thirty years, our Order needs more than ever to strengthen its prayerful and prophetic presence.

The nuns have spent most of what they have received up till now on the purchase of the land, the levelling off (for earthquake protection) and now, the building of the cloister wall.  They are ready to sacrifice and move to the new site as soon as they have a few rooms to live in. Please be generous with them.  Please let any benefactors who may be interested in helping with a contemplative project among the poor of Central America know of the needs of our sisters.  On their behalf, and with the hope that their presence may continue to flourish, I thank you for your generous support and prayers.

Donations for the monastery (or requests for more information) can be directed to: 

MONJAS DOMINICAS, Aptdo. 613, LEON,  NICARAGUA,  Central America. 

 (The telephone Number of the Monastery is 505-0883-7906).

Thank you for your generous hearts. 

Your brother in the Word-made-flesh, 

 Fr. Brian J. Pierce, OP PO Box 12927 Raleigh, North Carolina 27605 USA 

VIETNAM: A MONASTERY IN-THE-MAKING

Sister Mary Thomas Michalek, OP   (Farmington Hills, MI - U.S.A.)

A collaborative venture to establish a Monastery of Nuns in Vietnam has its source in a letter which the former Master of the Order, Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, wrote to the Vietnamese Friars in 1998 at the close of their Provincial Chapter.  In his letter, Father expressed his strong hope that steps would soon be taken to begin a foundation of Nuns in Vietnam.

In the meantime, a Dominican Sister belonging to the Vietnamese Congregation of St. Catherine of Siena, Sr. Maria Rose Ngoc Huong, OP, had been pondering deeply the very same idea. Sister had been sharing her dreams with Fr.Viktor Hofstetter, General Promotor of the Nuns, since 1997.  It was through Fr. Viktor’s encouragement and help that she was able to visit the Nuns in Luxembourg and later those in Prouilhe.

In October of 1998, while visiting the Kentucky Dominican Sisters in the U.S.A. where she had received much of her Dominican formation and made her first profession of vows, Sister Maria Rose was encouraged to visit our Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament in Farmington Hills, Michigan, U.S.A. 

What began as a friendly social call turned out to be the beginning of a new foundation! When she went to the parlor to meet her visitor, Sr. Mary Thomas, the prioress at the time, had in hand the latest issue of I.D.I.   In it was a quote from Fr. Timothy’s letter to the Vietnamese Friars expressing his desire for a Monastery of Nuns in their country.   The message struck Sr. Maria Rose’s heart as she shared with Sister her own deep desires for the same.  Then and there it was decided that it would be a good idea for sister to come inside the cloister to experience Dominican contemplative life first hand and to spend some quality time with the Novice Directress, Sr. Mary of the Trinity.  Permissions were sought and obtained and in she came!  Immediately, Sr. Maria Rose felt at home and at ease and made the most of every minute of her short stay.

Upon leaving the States, Sister made a stop in Japan and visited one of our Monasteries there.  By this time, her resolve was firm: to bring Dominican Contemplative Life to her own native Vietnam.   But, how to go about it?  She knew she needed help from an already established monastery but because of the political situation of her country, foreigners are given visas for only six-month periods of time.  Sister began further dialogue with Fr. Hofstetter, with her own Superior General, Sister Isabelle, and with the Superiors General of the other Federated Dominican Congregations in Vietnam.  I believe it was Fr. Hofstetter who suggested that the Prioress of Farmington Hills be contacted and asked if her monastery would be willing to host the Vietnamese Sisters for their time of formation as Nuns of the Order.  The Farmington Monastery’s Council and Chapter agreed wholeheartedly and steps were taken for Sr. Maria Rose Huong and Sr. Theresa Tam to receive government approval to leave the country “for studies abroad.”   After many attempts, each was finally given that permission.  Sr. Maria Rose Huong arrived on August 29th, 1999, and Sr. Theresa Tam on May 9th, 2000.    Their respective superiors, Sr. Isabelle and Sr. Mary Constance, couldn’t have been more supportive in releasing these valued sisters for the new endeavor.  Sr. Maria Rose returned to her country on November 3rd, 2001 to make preparations for the foundation, while Sr. Theresa continues her formation here in Farmington Hills.

Meanwhile, the Dominican Friars in Vietnam purchased a beautiful piece of land which is being held in trust for the future Nuns by the Federation of Dominican Congregations.  Further, a Vietnamese architect friend has made a tentative sketch of the new Monastery, which will be named “Monastery of Our Lady of the Holy Spirit.”  The Federation of Vietnamese Dominican Congregations has written a formal letter to the Master of the Order pledging their continued support of the new venture. They promised: a) to help discern vocations from among the sisters who wish to transfer to the contemplative branch of the Order, b) to provide living quarters for candidates who wish to live experimentally the life before formally entering the monastery, and c) to offer hospitality to the Prioress and Novice Mistress of Farmington Hills, Sister Mary Rose and Sr. Mary of the Trinity, who are planning to accompany Sister Theresa Tam back to Vietnam after she completes her course of formation this coming October, 2002.

The Vietnamese Congregations will also take the newly formed “nuns-to-be” under their wing politically and will list them as members of their congregations so that the government laws of residency will not be violated.  The Superiors General of all five Dominican Congregations have reiterated their pledge to assist the Nuns until such time as they are formally established as a Monastery.  Truly, the Dominican Family Spirit is alive and active among our Vietnamese Brothers and Sisters.  Vocations are plentiful; already three young women are eager to join them!  We ask your continued prayer for the success of their endeavors, the safety of their persons and God’s blessing on the future of their foundation.  

THE ASIAN REGION OF DOMINICAN NUNS

(By S. Marie-Dominique Nakamura O.P.)

There are nine Dominican monasteries in the region of Asia:

· 1 in Pakistan

· 2 in the Philippines(Bocaue & Cainta)

· 1 in Taiwan

· 1 in Korea

· 4 in Japan (Morioka, Seto, Bandai, Konan)

It is immediately evident that there are many differences between these monasteries with regard to the languages spoken and the cultures. In general, these monasteries are young and full of promise. Indeed, in the community of the monastery in Korea the average age of the sisters is 33 years. The average in the other communities is: Bocaue:45, Taiwan:45, Morioka:69, Seto:60,Bandai:65,Konan:68. 

In the midst of an extremely difficult political situation, the nuns in Karachi are a precious presence for the Christians of Pakistan.

In the near future there will be a foundation of a monastery in Vietnam where there is the prospect of many vocations. Two sisters from Vietnam will return to Vietnam after having received their formation in the noviciate of the nuns of Farmington Hills, U.S.A. 

In May of ____ the monastery of Tailao, Taiwan, was transferred to Wanluan. This new monastery is much bigger and is adapted to the future needs of this flourishing community. 

In February 2001, the 4 monasteries of Japan united to form a Federation for a probationary time. 

We believe that there are many young Catholic women, hidden and awaiting us, in Mainland China and North Korea. 
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The number of baptisms in Korea is increasing Even if this is not the case in Japan,  the number of people of people showing interest and reading the whole

Bible is very great.  The grain which is sown through the Word will no doubt remain in the hearts of these persons. By the grace of God, considering the relatively small percentage of Catholics in Japan, the number of monastic vocations is very high. Nevertheless, some communities are suffering from lack of young vocations and, as the nuns are becoming older, the work is becoming increasingly difficult. The monasteries live by the work of their hands, which is an important witness of evangelical poverty, especially in this non-Christian environment. In spite of the importance of work, it will be necessary to find ways to diminish it so that we may maintain the balance allowing for all the elements of our contemplative vocation to be lived fully. 

The first General Assembly of the Dominican Family was held in October 2000 in Asia (Manila). Our brothers and sisters of the Philippines, the only Catholic country in the region, participated massively and, by this event, the Lord poured His Spirit on the whole Order.

FRANCE

(By S. Claire Marie Rolf, OP)

The region of France is limited to 13 monasteries, in one country, sharing one common language. This represents approximately 300 nuns of whom 28 sisters are in formation  in June of2001. 

The two federations which had been in place for over forty years united in May of 1998 to form a unique federation: Notre Dame des Prêcheurs, confirming officially the unity and collaboration which already existed. Three monasteries outside of the region belong to the federation. Two of these monasteries, Estavayer-le-Lac in Switzerland and St-Denis, on the Ile of La Réunion, are asking to be considered a part 

of this region for linguistic and cultural reasons.

Five monasteries of this region have been discerning together, with the help of the federation and through canonical visitations, to find solutions to their difficulties. Perhaps certain of these communities will unite in order to found new and vital monasteries where they can continue to live a Dominican contemplative life. The Dax foundation, which was a union of three ‘aging’ communities and some younger sisters coming from other monasteries, continues to be an inspiration: the community radiates joy and charity, they are an oasis for the Dominican family. They manifested creative solidarity in facing the questions of aging sisters or communities, and rather than losing their autonomy, have gained it in a more profound way.  In Dax they have discovered that when they added together their poverty, a new richness of life was produced rather than just more poverty.

Monialbus n° 3 informed us of the project of an International community in Prouilhe. Since it is the cradle of the Order, it is important that we carry this together in our prayer.  
The monasteries in France have been faithful to regular visitations as Brother Damian Byrne and Brother Timothy Radcliffe strongly encouraged. These visits and the quality of the visitators have surely contributed to a certain renewal in France.

For initial formation, the monasteries have their own noviciates. There is a five year cycle of theological formation which lasts 2 weeks per year and is normally held in a monastery of the Federation, and one or two shorter regional sessions each year dealing with other subjects such as ‘lectio divina,’ vows, St. Dominic, the Rule of St. Augustine, Cassien. (For more information see: Rapport sur la Formation Initiale, Assemble Federal Mai 1998 and Rapport sur la Formation Initiale pour la Réunion des Prieures Janvier 2001)   

A new development since our last meeting is that monasteries which have only one novice, or do not have the conditions necessary to assure a solid formation, are now having the courage to confide their novices to monasteries that have noviciates. 

The year 2002 is the 400th anniversary of Blessed Mother Agnès of Langeac. A number of events have been planned in collaboration with the diocese of LePuy and the Dominican family in the region. This is the year to celebrate the Feast of Blessed Agnès (the 19th of October) in a special way.  

If you are interested in visiting a few 

French Dominican monasteries on the web, here are three addresses:

Beaufort : http://ndbeaufort.free.fr


Dax: http://catholique-aire-dax.cef.fr
Langeac: http://langeac.op.org/
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A letter from Fr. Manuel Merten the Promoter of the Nuns


The program of the Promoter


Monastery “Mater Misericordiae“ in Luxembourg is dissolved


A letter concerning the Nuns in LEON, NICARAGUA from Fr. Brian J. Pierce O.P.


Vietnam: A Monastery in the Making


Reports from the regions of Asia and France





Program of the promoter


13. – 15.04.02		Monastery Chalais (France) > Solemn vows of Sr. Pascale


18. – 22.04.02		Monastery Prouilhe: preparation > International Community Project


22.04. – 26.04.02  	General Assembly of the French Federation: Bellefontaine (France)


28./29.04.02		Convent / Monastery Schwalmtal / Luxemburg (Germany)


03. – 06.05.02		Meeting General Promoters


19. – 21.05.02		Convent / Monastery Schwalmtal / Luxemburg (Germany)


21. /22.05.02		Monastery Rieste – Lage (Germany) > preparation > meeting ICN


22. /23.05.02   		Vechta (Germany): Intermediate Chapter (Province of Teutonia


31.05. – 06.06.02	Commission: Dominican Family Europe: Bergamo (Italy)


10. – 14.06.02		Meeting / Eastern European Prioresses (Swieta Anna, Poland)


28.06. – 02.07.02	Jubilee / Lay – Dominicans: Speyer (Germany) 


28.07. – 18.08.02	Meeting volunteers > International Monastery Prouilhe (France)


24.08. – 01.09.02	Monastery Rieste – Lage (Germany): Internat. Commission of the Nuns 05. – 08.09.02	Dominican Sisters Landsberg > continuing formation (weekend)


08. – 12.09.02		Meeting: German speaking prioresses: Landsberg (Germany)


18.09. – 28.09.02	Northampton (USA): Meeting of Prioresses of US Federation
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