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“We are becoming Family by the way we live now…

We are becoming Family by what we do…

We are becoming Family by where we choose to do what we do…”
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	PROGRAM OF THE MASTER

January 2-7            Preaching a retreat to the brothers in Peru

February 7-10        Mini-Plenary Session of the General Council 

Feb.12-March 14   Canonical Visitation to the Province of France

April                       Visiting the Provinces of Belgium, Flanders and the Netherlands

May                         Plenary Session of the General Council

June                         Canonical Visitation to the Province of Poland




Letter of Fr. Manuel Merten, OP
Dear Sisters,

Another year is drawing to its close. This invites us to take stock, to look both forward and back. And so I am happy to share with you the memories and thoughts that come to mind. I do it all the more readily since some considerable time has lapsed since the last issue of Monialibus. 

The last full week of June found me in Radonie, to the south of Warsaw (Poland). This year’s annual meeting of the Eastern European prioresses was taking place in the monastery there, founded from Sw. Anna at Przyrow near Czestochowa, and hoping to be canonically erected as an independent monastery of the Order soon. According to well established custom, prioresses from Central and Western Europe were present as guests, and notably also from the group of German speaking prioresses. The theme of the meeting centred on ‘Friendship and Communication’. The following papers laid the foundations for our exchange of ideas: Fr. Victor Hofstetter OP – Friendship as an essential dimension of the Dominican charism; Sr. Susanna Mander OP – Community as the school of love and friendship, Introduction to LCM 4 § 1”; Fr. Manuel Merten OP – Speaking the truth in love – Communication within our Monasteries; Sr. Breda Carroll OP – Building of the unity in encounter – Introduction to LCM 6 § 1 and 2; Fr. Wojciech Prus OP – Friendship in the Order; Sr. Anne-Lise Strøm OP -  Radiation of Love, Introduction to LCM 14, LCM 26 § 2.

In parallel to these exchanges of ideas and experiences, plans emerged for a first ever common meeting between all the prioresses of the German language group, and the Eastern European group, which would be widened to include all the other prioresses of the ‘Europa Utriusque’ region. The Eastern European prioresses took the matter in hand, by making an invitation to attend such a gathering in Prague, linked to the centenary celebrations for the restoration of the Czech province. The dates for the meeting are fixed for 5th to 11th September 2005. In the meantime, there has been an initial planning meeting on the spot at which the content of the programme was decided on. The main theme will be: “My word will not return to me empty (Is 55, 10 – LCM 1, 2) – Nuns at the heart of the preaching family”. For these two keynote addresses, it was agreed to invite Fr. Paul Murray, OP (Rome – Irish Province) and Sr. Claire Marie of Jesus Rolf, OP (Prioress of Prouilhe). Obviously there will also be exchanges of ideas concerning the improvement of collaboration and mutual support between the monasteries of this region.

At the beginning of July, I had to let myself be congratulated on reaching age 60. The celebrations began with supper in a Roman outdoor restaurant with various friars and sisters working in the General Curia of the Order. The following day, I flew with Fr Jerry Stookey, OP (USA) to Germany, where we later met up with Fr Jamshed Gill, OP (Pakistan) who arrived from Pisa. Together with these two brothers I organised a special kind of birthday party. From my home convent at Walberberg we cycled to a restaurant some 20 km distant. It is a speciality there to offer blackberry wine. Its effect is impressive: after at most two glasses even a foggy grey day seems to be full of sunshine. When asked, Frs. Jerry and Jamshed are happy to recall this ‘exceptionally sunny afternoon and evening’. The following day was marked by an intimate gathering of my family circle – both Dominican and blood relatives. With the two aforementioned brethren, two befriended Dominican sisters together with my brother and sister-in-law we made a boat trip on the Rhine. Naturally we put in at places reputed for especially good wine. There was a party for a large number of people at the Children’s Village run by the Dominican Sisters of Bethany. This was where I did my social work placement when I was a student. Later on I was pedagogical Director of this village for children and young people for ten years. I have never lost touch with the sisters, the colleagues and the children. So it is no wonder that this birthday party turned out to be a great reunion with former acquaintances. I frequently found myself with tears of emotion in my eyes, when I heard what I had meant to this one and that, how some small gesture of mine, some word or material aid had helped them along the way in life. So many gifts or signs of affection positively embarrassed me. With my whole family, friends, brothers, sisters and official guests, whom I had had dealings with notably during my time as Provincial of Teutonia, I celebrated a mass on the 11th of July in our convent at Walberberg. That was followed by a reception and a last birthday meal. I had experienced several wonderful days, for which I am truly grateful. 

The very next day I was off via Düsseldorf and Amsterdam to Tokyo, into the world of smiles, bows, and attentiveness to the needs of the other, but also of efficient work, fantastic cleanliness and great exactitude. After a day’s rest to get over the jetlag, the regional prior, Fr. Jean Nobuaki Tanaka, OP, accompanied me to the monastery at Seto. I encountered the ‘Shinkansen’ the world famous ‘bullet train’ of the Japanese railways, which for me as the son of a train driver, was a special experience. A further experience was the encounter with genuine Soumi wrestlers. When we had to change train, we used the waiting time for a little snack. We had barely ordered, when in the true sense of the word some ‘heavyweights’ entered the restaurant. They were having a break from their exercising in the ring and were using it to have ‘a little something to eat’ – I would have been full for three days with their little snack.

As I like to do when I make visits, I invited the 17 sisters of the monastery in Seto (and later of the other Japanese monasteries as well as those in Taiwan and Korea) to tell me and each other how they came to enter the Order of Preachers. These are almost always times of growth in faith and confirmation of one’s own vocation.  The special thing about Japan, and in a similar way also in Taiwan and Korea, was the experience that hardly any of the sisters came from Christian families. One pricks up ones ears when a sister explains: “I come from a deeply religious family; my father was a Buddhist monk. When I converted to Christianity at age 17 and became very enthusiastic about it, it was not easy to speak about it at home. When I wanted to enter the monastery and become a Dominican nun, things got even harder. Finally it was my father who, once I had embarked on this path, helped me and gave me strength to continue the whole way, whenever I got doubts.  He was my best and most important spiritual director.”

On the same property as the sisters, beyond the fence of the monastery garden, is the kindergarten of the Catholic parish. In the evening the release of the children into the fresh air is celebrated with games and fireworks. Never before have I seen children who were at one and the same time so disciplined and so joyful.

Next day Fr. Tanaka accompanied me to the train. At a stop along the way, Fr. Domicio Redondo Marote, OP got on; he was to be my new companion and interpreter for the visit to the nuns at Konan.  The community is smaller, ten sisters, blessed with a truly beautiful chapel and monastic buildings, as well as a really big garden full of fruits and vegetables. I saw growing on the trees fruits that in Central Europe you only get to see in the speciality departments of luxury stores.

The journey to Morioka, our largest community in Japan with 24 sisters, I made by plane.  I was not a little amazed when the sisters, during the visit of the house and grounds, took me to the garage: snow clearing equipment such as might suffice for a small town in the Alps or the Rocky Mountains. Depths of snow up to two or three metres are not rare for the sisters in winter, and the path to the main road is long. I had the feeling that I was here at the wrong time of the year: I have always wanted to drive a snowplough! Communication was particularly easy in Morioka, as two Fathers (Bethlehemites) from the German-speaking part of Switzerland took care of the business of translation.

From Morioka to Bandai, the smallest of our Japanese monasteries, was again by train, my first solo journey on the Shinkansen. Fortunately in the big stations they put up signs in the Roman alphabet alongside the Japanese characters. But in order to get off at the right place, I trusted to the hour of arrival given in the timetable. It makes sense, as I have the impression that the high speed trains in Japan function with the precision of a Swiss watch!

The little monastery of Bandai is situated in a wooded and mountainous region. The prioress warned me that I should not go out of the house at night, not even ‘to get a breath of fresh air’, as at night bears come out looking for anything to eat. Normally they are quite peaceful, but when they have young then suspect danger… The sisters showed complete understanding of the bears “After all, we came and put our monastery on their ancestral territory. It’s already good of the bears to leave us alone during the day”.

At Bandai, the prioresses of the four Japanese monasteries gathered together for a common meeting with Fr. Tanaka and me. Alongside a general exchange of experiences it was above all the question of greater cooperation and mutual support that was dealt with. The decision was taken to create mixed working groups with the aim of setting up a federation. The year 2006 was selected as deadline for the submission of the federal statutes to the Holy See.

I should not conclude the report of my visit to Japan without saying that for the first time I handled the Japanese edition of Monialibus. I was quite taken aback, especially as I could not read a single word of it – thank God Monialibus also has pictures, so I could at least find my way around it. 

Then I went to Taiwan but this was not my first visit to this Chinese island. As the Province of Teutonia supports a Vicariate on the island, I had already been there three times as provincial. Therefore the Brothers from my home province arranged the transportation to and from the airport at Kao-Shiung, and naturally I took advantage of the opportunity to spend some time with them, firstly with the provincial Vicar Fr. Theodor Kucznierz, OP in Tungkang and later, together with him and the other brothers in our retreat house in Chiatung. Neither was it my first visit to our nuns in Taiwan, as I had been there twice before. This time however I was able to visit them in their new home, a beautiful monastery with a fishpond and surrounded by mountains. Time flew by, and I could easily have spent another day with no risk of becoming bored.

From Taiwan, onward to Korea: two ladies who are friends of the monastery fetched me from the airport at Seoul. When we arrived at the monastery at Paeron it was way past midnight and the sisters were at the night office. At about 1.30 a.m. we were able to greet each other. As in Taiwan and in all of the monasteries of the Fraternal Union of Olmedo that I know, a joyful atmosphere was in evidence. There was a good number of young sisters, and the novitiate is about to be built, as the convent has simply become too small. Above all, the young sisters were ‘hungry’ for news of what’s happening in the Order, and how contemplative life is lived and perceived elsewhere. Although I spent almost three days in Paeron, there too the time was too short.

In August I spent just under a week with our nuns in Fatima, to prepare spiritually, as well as practically, the imminent prioral elections. Based on Chapter 25 of St Matthew’s gospel, we asked ourselves: “When you look the future of the monastery, especially in the coming three years, straight in the eyes, what, in your opinion, are the vessels of lamp oil that you as wise virgins need to keep ready?”  “What talents and gifts are there in your community, with which your future can be built rather than digging a hole and burying the talent in it?” “What changes would you like to see in your monastery?” “What would you like to see preserved at all costs?” Later all sisters were invited to name possible candidates for the office of prioress. Then the sisters turned to each other, in dialogue with the respective candidates along the following lines: 

When I imagine you as our newly elected prioress...

· I should be glad because I have esteem for you and like about you that… 

· I would see for our community the advantage that….

· I would have certain doubts about ...

· I would be a bit worried about ...

· May I give you the following advice for your new office ...

After all sisters had expressed themselves, the respective candidates had to reply according to the following model:

When I imagine that I am your newly elected prioress...

· I should be glad because I have esteem for you and like about you that… 

· I would see for our community the advantage that….

· I would have certain doubts about.

· I would be a bit worried about ...

· May I ask…

Those who have some experience of monastic life might well ask “And does it work like that?” Not only did it work, but it worked very well. Here are some of the remarks of the sisters from the final evaluation meeting:

“Above all, I was moved... by the good will of all the sisters; their seriousness and uprightness, their openness, their courage to speak about even difficult things; by their desire to listen carefully to each other, by their attentiveness and friendliness, by the way truth came out into the open; to hear my sisters speak and listen in this way was a revelation for me, never before have we had such an experience together; it was a healing and healthy process. I have learnt to see myself through the eyes of others.”

At the end of August and beginning of September the meeting of the German speaking prioresses took place in Landsberg at Lech.  The theme was “To lead a community in liberty and responsibility – How to remain or become healthy in a position of leadership?” The speaker was Sr. Astrid Hermes, OP, who was for a long time Prioress General of the Dominican missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Harare, Zimbabwe. She brought to bear not only sound theories, but also led the prioresses who were present through practical work in role playing, and observation of the resolution of difficult situations through simulated council and chapter meetings. Together we sought to broaden our sensibilities and optimise our relationships. At the end all agreed that we could all use more possibilities for training for the service of leadership.

I then spent the second half of September in Canada and the USA. My first visit was for the new foundation in Langley, where eight sisters are living together in a former country house in picturesque scenery, not far from Vancouver. As this district is reserved for agricultural activity, in order to comply with the law, the sisters run a small tree nursery and keep a few sheep, as well as a llama. The sisters are already well liked in the neighbourhood. They get special help from a Muslim family in the name of inter-religious dialogue. 

From Western Canada I flew eastwards to Montreal and from there on to Berthierville, the big monastery founded from Prouilhe in the French speaking part of Canada. The sisters reported on their preparation for the election of a prioress. They had had a positive experience, having been accompanied by two experts during the course of a year, in order to be able to take on board as a community the history of the monastery so far, as well as its future needs. I found the sisters to be lively and open. One example that is typical of many: the sisters decided to take English lessons, because they have reached the conclusion that they should no longer limit their identity to French speaking in a region where many foreigners are settling. 

From Montreal I flew via Detroit to Flint in the USA to visit the sisters in Ortonville. This small community of seven sisters is strictly speaking not a monastery in canon law, despite which they lead a contemplative life as Dominican sisters. Recently they became very anxious over their affiliation to the Order, because a Brother had explained to them: “Only those who make profession to the Master of the Order are members of the Order”.  If only the person concerned had read the Acts of the General Chapter of Providence (N° 415-423, especially n° 419) more carefully, he would have spared the sisters great anxiety and sleepless nights.

After stopovers in our monasteries in Syracuse and Elmira I travelled on to the meeting of the Conference of US monasteries in Northampton. The theme of the meeting was: “A life harmoniously ordered to the continual remembrance of God.“ Fr. Donald Goergen. OP gave the keynote address on the conference theme, which is a quotation from the Constitutions, (cf. LCM 74, IV).  Alongside the lectures and workshops, the gathering had another preoccupation: evaluation of the statutes for the formation of an Association of monasteries to replace the ‘Conference of US Dominican monasteries’ no longer desired by the Holy See. It was especially in this connection that the sisters had invited me to the meeting. It is not possible to reproduce here the whole of the discussions. I’ll limit myself to reporting that Sr. Elizabeth McDonough, OP, lecturer in canon law, and Fr. Don Goergen, OP, Priest Consultant, accompanied the process, and that the sisters dealt one with another in such a respectful way, that the gathering could go down in history as a true lesson in sisterliness. All were most attentive that no one should be excluded or hurt. Over and over again efforts were made to arrive at formulations that would permit the widest possible participation, to include also the monasteries who did not fall within the previous jurisdiction, or which, for whatever reason, might seek to enter the future ‘Association’. And so the statutes now provide for a guest status and for associate membership, and are subject to no regional or linguistic limitations. The newly elected executive is now charged with co-ordinating the subsequent steps, so that the Association might shortly be confirmed by the Holy See.

The principal engagements in October were the meeting of the International Commission of the Nuns in Rome and the meeting of the General Promoters and Promotresses of the Order in Tours (France), in this connection we paid a visit to the monastery at Evry near Paris.  

The meeting of the International Commission is reported on in greater detail elsewhere in Monialibus. For me personally it was by far the most intensive meeting work-wise as well as the most moving spiritually speaking that we have had of this group. In the historical sites here in Rome, as well as in the cell where St Dominic died, we all experienced deep communion one with another. Let gratitude be recorded here to those members who are now leaving the Commission after many long years of service: Sr. Mary Thomas Michalek (Farmington Hills, USA), Sr. Teresa Coronado (Colonia Mixcoac, Mexico), Sr. Isabel María Gutiérrez Reyes (La Laguna – Tenerife, Rosary Federation Spain), Sr. Claire-Marie of Jésus Rolf (Prouilhe, France), Sr. Maria Thomas Schniederberend (Oslo – Norway, Europa Utriusque). Between now and the beginning of February, we are waiting for the Regions/Federations concerned to suggest names for the successors, so that the Master of the Order can appoint the new members of the Commission as soon as possible. The next meeting of the International Commission will take place from 10th to 17th July in Torrente (Valencia, Spain). 

In November and December my programme included some journeys to monasteries that have closed, including Luxembourg and Bludenz (Austria). Even the writing desk made its demands, and as already mentioned, I spent a brief week at our monastery in Prague. 

On the first Sunday in Advent 2004, Fr Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa wrote a letter to “all sons and daughters of Saint Dominic” in preparation for the 800th anniversary of the founding of the monastery of Prouilhe, the ‘first Dominican community’. In this letter he announces (in agreement and after consultation with the International Commission of the Nuns) a Jubilee Year that will run from 3 December 2006 (1st Sunday of Advent) until the feast of the Epiphany in 2008.

In accordance with convictions expressed by the International Commission, the nuns of the Order should play a special role in the preparation and celebration of this jubilee. A letter is planned as a prelude to the jubilee year, in which Fr Carlos, as successor of St Dominic, together with ‘his’ nuns would address the whole Dominican family on the subject of the contemplative dimension of the Dominican vocation. 

Accordingly, I would like to invite you to reflect on the following questions:

How do I contemplate?

What is it that I contemplate?

How has contemplation changed my life?

What can I say to the Dominican family about contemplation?

I would ask you to reflect on these questions during Lent 2005, first individually and personally. Then during the time between Easter and Pentecost, I would ask you to share in community the experiences of your individual reflection during the preceding Lent. And then I would ask you to let the representative of your region/federation on the International Commission have the results of your reflection in written form as soon after Pentecost as possible. The members of the International Commission will collate the results of the reflection exercise in their own region for the meeting in Torrente in July 2005. At this gathering we will work on the material produced in order to be able to hand over to the Master of the Order at the end of the exercise ‘a treasure trove of contemplative experience’ which he will be able to draw upon for his letter to the Dominican family. I thank you in advance for your collaboration. I’m sure it will compare favourably with the good results already experienced with the document on preaching  

Again, I must ask for indulgence: the next journey is imminent, and on my desk is still many – too many – unanswered letters, to say nothing of e-mails. I know that sometimes I stretch your patience to the limits and I regret it. I take advantage of this opportunity to thank you for your good wishes for Christmas and the New Year, and I reciprocate them heartily.   

With warm fraternal greetings

Fr. Manuel Merten OP

Prom. Gen. Monialium

Program of the General Promoter
Year 2004

November 22       Feldkirch :  Monastery St. Peter > negotiations with the Diocesan Chancellor                       
November 29       Prague: Preparation for the meeting of European Prioresses

                               Consultation service for community

December 18        Walberberg : Church Services

December 24
     Schwalmtal : Church Services

Year 2005

January 2              Walberberg : Province of Teutonia > days of study and meeting                              
January 27
     Landsberg : Consultation process > Integration of Sisters from India                      

February 2            Farmington Hills (USA): Solemn Vows of Sr. Maria Rose of Vietnam

                  Visit to Dominican Ashram

March 6                 Schwalmtal: Thanksgiving General Prioress > end of term

March 10               Keralapuram (India): Inauguration of the Monastery



     Visit to Dominican Sisters of the Holy Trinity, Mannarkkad

April 3                   Senekal, South Africa: Meeting of Prioresses of African Monasteries

April 21                 Meeting of Italian Prioresses
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ICNOP Meeting at Santa Sabina
October 10 -17, 2004

By Sr. Mary Thomas Michalek, OP

Farmington Hills, U.S.A.
Having our International Commission Meeting on the Aventine was like coming home. And truly it was “home” for us due to the warm welcome extended to us by Fr. Carlos, who bade us “Please feel at home” and then by all of the brothers there at Santa Sabina. They couldn’t have been more hospitable and helpful in our every need.  We thank you, each and all.

Our meeting was inaugurated by the celebration of Holy Mass in the ancient Chapter Room with the Master presiding and preaching.  It was here that St. Dominic gave the Habit to St. Hyacinth and so many other early friars.   How fitting to have his successor, Fr. Carlos, set the tone for the work at hand.   In his homily, the Master said that our efforts would bear fruit in the years to come.  How true that is for all of us in whatever tasks we are asked to undertake in our communities.

In the first session that followed, Fr. Manuel gave us an extensive report on his visits to the monasteries throughout the world these last few months. We learned that there shall be a historical meeting in Prague in September of 2005. The Eastern European prioresses are inviting the German speaking prioresses as well as the prioresses from the isolated “non-federated” monasteries of Europe. We learned also that the monasteries in Japan are working together and shall prepare statutes for their federation which they hope shall be founded in the jubilee year of 2006. Fr. Manuel attended the German speaking prioresses meeting in Landsberg where the theme, Dominican Government, was treated in a creative way: with lots of practical exercises and time to share experiences. Fr. Manuel reported on another important event: the General Assembly of the Conference of the Nuns of the United States. Highlights of this meeting were the conferences of Fr. Don Goergen, OP and Fr. Paul Murray, OP which hopefully shall be translated and available to all of us in the near future. Fr. Manuel mentioned the beautiful experiences some monasteries are having as they have adopted the use of a tractatus to prepare for their Prioral Elections. Through a well prepared ‘contemplative’ process, which assures the respect and sensitivity with regards to each person, the Chapter can dialogue about the future needs and the possibilities of the community. It has proved to be a tremendous help for the sisters to face their future with confidence and united effort. 

The report on and evaluation of Monialibus was most positive as the members of each region expressed satisfaction and gratitude to past and present editors of this most useful publication.  We especially recognized the time and labor involved in the work of translation and promised to try to encourage those with facility in languages to offer their services to the task of translating the articles, while at the same time, thanking those who have long provided assistance.

On Monday evening we had the privilege of having a meeting with Fr. Robert Ombres, OP, the newly appointed Procurator General of the Order. Though the session was informal, Father shared many things with us, both personal and those pertaining to his work and future relationship to the Nuns as the Procurator General.  He explained that the reason for the recommendation contained in Ordination 15 which states that “the business of the nuns with Holy See (can) be transacted through the Procurator General of the Order” is so that the Order can be of assistance to the nuns (not to control or interfere in their affairs). The Holy See wants things to be exact, in ‘matter and form’. If they are not, the paperwork is sent back thus taking more time and work because this lack of preparation. We have much to be grateful for in the solicitude and assistance of our Masters and their Procurators!   

Our next meeting was with Fr. Chrys McVey, the Assistant for the Apostolic Life, who along with Fr. Wojciech Giertych, the Assistant for Intellectual Life (and who speaks flawless English!) was given the task of disseminating the paper on The Dominican Charism of Preaching: An Enquiry to all the entities of the Dominican Family.  This study was inaugurated at the Chapter of Bologna, further examined at Providence and sent out anew by that Chapter for further study and discussion by the members of the entire Dominican Family:  Friars, Sisters, Nuns and Laity.  After our exchanges with Fr. McVey, it was obvious that these common reflections are, indeed, bearing fruit in the deepening of everyone’s understanding and appreciation of the common charism we share.

Father shared some of his study and insights on the reality of the Dominican Family in Mission and showed a great appreciation for the role of the Nuns in this Mission.  When alluding to the fact that Dominic founded the nuns first, he said that we are not only the ‘sisters’ of the friars, but we are also their ‘mothers’!  We have many ways of being united with our brothers and sisters who are actively involved in the Mission.  Our monasteries are microcosms of the world where we continue to be consciously identified with the poor and broken, with our fellow Dominicans who are actively involved in the works of justice and peace, teaching and preaching.   As intercessors we beg mercy for our world as well as for ourselves the Church and all Nations.  We too are called to live itinerancy, with our inner suitcases always packed, ready to be moved spiritually, intellectually, and physically (even if this is just means from one community service to another).  Our community life and our very beings can be Holy preaching… Even the closing of a monastery can be a preaching of “death unto life”!

Next on the agenda was a meeting with Fr. Enrique Sariego, a Spanish Dominican who is currently working in the Dominican Republic and is the coordinator of the Dominican Volunteers International.  This is a project in which young people at least 21 years of age volunteer to give one or two years of service working with Dominicans throughout the world helping the poor and underprivileged.  They must be open to cultures other than their own, willing to learn from the people to whom they will be sent and willing to undergo a period of formation within local OP communities before being sent on mission.  At present there are 40 countries in which Dominican communities are willing to receive and form these young people to go out to share the fruits of the Dominican charism and mission with the poor and underprivileged in many parts of the world. 

On Tuesday evening Sr. Klarissa Watermann, OP gave a presentation on issues of peace and justice pointing out how the inequalities of this world impact on our hidden, apostolic lives of prayer and penance.  Sister shared the saga of the Kurdish Family who took refuge in her convent only to be physically dragged out by the Police along with a number of her sisters who were prayerfully sitting in protest.   It was through the power of prayer (the prayer of nuns and many members of the Dominican Family) that finally these poor people were released.  This is just one example of how we have been be deeply involved in a justice issue while still maintaining our cloistered way of life. Sister mentioned that by purchasing Fair Trade goods whenever possible, we could help insure that workers would more surely receive a just compensation for their labor and products rather than that excessive profit go to multinational companies at the expense of poor laborers. There are good publications in the different languages that can stimulate our awareness. Another way of promoting peace and justice is simply by giving attention to the way we treat one another in community as well as our employees and the people we are in contact with, remembering that our life together and growth in charity has a mysterious fruitfulness for the world. 

The highlight of our meeting was the session with the Master of the Order who graciously spent an entire afternoon with us, mainly in the form of a think tank to prepare for the Year of Jubilee, which will be celebrated by the Order. Fr. Carlos indicated that he would like the monasteries throughout the world to be focal points of celebration and asked the International Commission to help him think of fitting ways in which the Dominican Family can collaborate spiritually in this anniversary. The Master will communicate with the Order about this in the near future and it was evident that he has been thinking about it for a long time.  

The Master also expressed his concern for our brothers and sisters in Iraq. There are nine brothers and two novices in Mosul and Baghdad as well as two congregations and active lay communities. He begs our continued prayer for them and for all the people of Iraq.

On our pilgrimage day in Bologna we had very moving Holy Mass in the cell where our Father Dominic died. Another highlight of the day was a delightful meeting with the nuns of the Monastery of St. Agnes, Bologna: the community of Blessed Diana and Cecilia and visiting the tomb of Blessed Imelda. There, we lived a quiet moment of singing songs of Taizé. It was a spontaneous expression of the trust and communion that has developed between the members of the commission. 

On Friday Fr. Jerry Stookey gave us a presentation on the Laity of our Order. The General Chapter of Bologna in 1998 requested that there be a “Promoter General of the Laity” so, in July of 1999, Fr. Stookey was appointed by Fr. Timothy Radcliffe and moved to Santa Sabina.   The history of the Dominican Laity began very early in the Order, going as far back as 1287.  They are the branch of the Order the most numerous with over 100,000 members. There are the ‘classic’ Lay fraternities (the first Rule was written in 1287), and also Associates, Consecrated Virgins, members of Dominican Secular Institutes, and Dominican Confraternities. He explained the existing structures that are in place and the present difficultly in changing the Rule as there is nothing in the Rule to change the Rule and there has not been an international structure to bring about the dialogue necessary for revisions of the Rule. This could be one of the reasons why there are now 165 “flavors” of Lay Dominicans. Plans are in the making for an International Congress of the Dominican Laity in 2006 through the auspices of the ICLDF, the International Council of Lay Dominican Fraternities. At the General Chapter of Krakow, the Order has discouraged the recognitions of “private” engagements as Lay Dominicans so as to assure quality formation as a Dominican and in respect for our charism which is a community sharing a preaching mission.

In April – May of 2006 there will be a meeting of all the International Commissions of the Order at Prouilhe where St. Dominic founded the first Monastery of Nuns in December of 1206.   May our Holy Founder continue to bless us all and intercede with the “Lord of the Harvest” for a new influx of vocations to our monasteries throughout the world.  

This was the last meeting of the International Commission for Sr. Maria Thomas (Europe Utriusque), Sr. Mary Thomas (North America), Sr. Teresa Coronado (Central America), Sr. Isabelle (South Spain) and Sr. Claire (France). Each of their regions will propose three names to the Master in the months to come and he shall name the new members named for Easter 2005.

In conclusion, we thank Fr. Manuel, Fr. Carlos, Sr. Klarissa and each of the friars who graciously welcomed us in Santa Sabina. It was a rich and informative meeting and we are deeply grateful for who they are and all that they do for us, the Nuns of the Order. In our turn, we express our continued prayerful support and solidarity in the Order’s Apostolic Mission for the salvation of souls.

ARGENTINA: 25 Years of Common Novitiate
By the Novices of the Common Novitiate, Mendoza, Argentina

The Common Novitiate in Argentina, belonging to the Federation of the Immaculate in Aragón, Spain, is celebrating its first 25 years of existence. The novices presently in formation in that house would like to share their happy story with their sisters, by means of the bulletin Monialibus.

“The wind blows wherever it wills. You do not know where it comes from or where it goes.”  The present reality of our communities would be much different if the divine Wind had not been heard blowing to revive what at one time seemed to be losing vigor and strength. Beginning a Federation, surely a divine work, needed generous souls, who could let themselves be carried by this hope-bearing Wind.

The groundwork needed for the Federation – charity, detachment, renunciation, greatness of soul -- was ready in those who were its pillars: Fr. Marceliano Llamera, Mother Aracelli Munoz, and her sister, Mother María Teresa. Typical of them was their response to requests for help that asked for the best nuns of their communities. Without even a glance at their own situation, they said: “Ourselves we will take care....we have to be generous with God.” This is the spirit that made possible a resurgence of the monasteries in Spain, and then the engrafting of new wisdom in the land of Argentina.  In this spirit came the first helpers, singing (in words composed by themselves): “Charity – you whose name is love: Where you are, there too is God.”

As a sign of the strong bond of union in God which then began to be a reality, the community of Buenos Aires (Argentina) guards as a treasure a gift from their Sisters who came from Spain: a chalice which has engraved on its base the words: “United in the same Bread and in the same Wine.” This was the Good News uniting them as they gave way to the miracle of resurgence and revitalization within Dominican contemplative life in Argentina. This chalice joined together the Blood of Christ and the sacrifices of nuns who day by day deepened in themselves the characteristic feature of their Master: dying in order to give life.

The call coming from the breath of God in what were then only a few Argentinean monasteries, made itself evident: it enlightened, it called together.  There came the dawn-light of new vocations, women attracted by the charism and mission of St. Dominic in the Church.

And then another project had to begin: a common Novitiate.  The generous Buenos Aires community opened their doors for it to be established there.  In God’s heart are kept all the worries, sacrifices, renunciations, desires and offerings which were needed to begin this work – filling house and spirit. The community gave whatever was needed, even its nuns: from that Buenos Aires community came the first Federation Novice Mistress, Sr. María Dolores Llombart.

Today there are other monasteries in our land: among them, in Mendoza, the present Federation Novitiate. The welcoming, the openness, the generosity, do not cease, and these are fertile.

A previous Federation Mother, Mother Ana María Primo, used to say to the first novices: “You have boarded a moving train.  Learn how to grasp the torch and follow after those who were here before you.”

Here in the common Novitiate, in contact with novices from other communities, we can share the heritage we have received.  The book Stories of Faithfulness (Historias de Fidelidad) recalls some of the lives which are for us a precious record of faithful self-offering. This stirs up our desire to follow the Master.  Sharing the stories of our elder Sisters enlivens our desire to be faithful, and pushes us to open our own wings to the winds of the spirit.

The TODAY that we are living so happily, makes of YESTERDAY a memory full of joy and gratitude, and makes of each TOMORROW a vision of hope.

("While gathered for the meeting of the International Commission of the Nuns, fr. Mario Gomez, OP of Argentina wrote to share some good news with us.  The former monastery of the nuns in Mendoza, has been renovated and recently opened as a women's prison.  Much of the inspiration behind this endeavor was due to the life of fr. John Joseph Lataste,OP, founder of the Dominican Sisters of Bethany and apostle to the imprisoned.  We support our nuns in Mendoza as they reach out in prayer and solidarity to the women who today occupy what once were their monastic cells.”)

Meeting of Prioresses of Dominican Monasteries of Central and Eastern Europe - June 22-24, 2004  Radonie, Poland

By Sr. Zdzislawa Szymczynska, OP

Vilnius, Lithuania

This was already the tenth meeting of prioresses of our region. At the first of these meetings which took place in the Monastery of Our Lady of the Snows in Krakow in September 1995 we asked ourselves the questions: in what and how we could collaborate, in what and how we could help each other so as to renew contemplative life in our monasteries. And we decided to continue holding such meetings - every year in a different monastery so as to get to know each other better.

The theme of our tenth meeting was: “Dominican community - a community of friendship”. The meeting took place in the youngest house of our region - in the monastery in Radonie near Warsaw which is a foundation of St Anna. The monastery is still being built. The cells and rooms in which we stayed and met were only finished just before our arrival.

Participants in the meeting were prioresses and delegates from the Polish monasteries: St. Anna, Krakow, and Radonie; from the Czech monasteries: Prague, and Znojmo; from the monastery in Vilnius, Lithuania; from the monastery in Drogheda, Ireland; from the monastery in Oslo, Norway. Two delegates from the German speaking region - Sr. Susanna from the monastery in Lage, Germany, and Sr. Barbara from the monastery in Herne, Belgium - were our guests. For there was discussed a proposal of holding common meetings of prioresses of both our regions. Fathers taking part in our meeting were: Fr. Manuel Merten - General Promoter for the Nuns, Fr. Rajmund Klepanec - Assistant of the Master for Central and Eastern Europe, Fr Alvarez Kodeda - Czech Provincial, Fr. Damian Nemec - Promoter for the Nuns of the Czech Province, Fr. Piotr Kolacz - Promoter for the Nuns of the Polish Province, and Fr. Viktor Hofstetter. As every year, Fr. Andrzej Ponikowski helped us as translator.

Talks prepared by the participants spoke about friendship in Dominican regular life drawing from our Constitutions. Fr. Wojciech Prus invited from Warsaw spoke about the example of friendship we find in the friendship of saints: Catherine of Siena and Raymond of Capua. We shared bits of experience, joys and disquiets. Beside common discussions there were plenty heartily exchanges and meetings. This tenth meeting was simply a meeting of friends. At the end a recreation was held on the meadow together with the whole Radonie community. The talking, singing and merry dancing round the fire lasted a long time.
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General Assembly of the Dominican Nuns of North America

By Sr. Miriam Scheel, OP

Elmira, NY, USA

Thirty-eight nuns from 17 monasteries, including two monasteries from Canada and one from Cainta Philippines, attended the 2004 General Assembly. This was the fifth Assembly in the 29-year history of the Conference of Dominican Nuns. The group met in a large seminary-retreat house in Pennsylvania from September 14 to the 24. The theme of this Assembly was: A Life Harmoniously Ordered to the Continual Remembrance of God taken from our Constitutions #74. IV. 

The daily schedule consisted of presentations in the morning given by guest speakers and business sessions in the afternoon and evenings. The morning presentations related to the general theme as follows:

A life Harmoniously Ordered to the Continual Remembrance of God 


Father Donald Goergen, OP

Heaven and Earth Embrace: The Celebration of the Liturgy in Dominican Life


Father Gabriel O’Donnell, OP

The Birth of the Word in the Soul


Dr. Douglas Burton-Christie

Simplicity and Communion in Dominican Monastic Life


Father John Corbett, OP

The Place of Study in the Contemplative Nun’s Search for God


Father Paul Murray, OP (Irish Province)

Happiness in Dominican Life


Father Paul Murray, OP

The Gift of Sadness in the Contemplative Life


Father Donald Goergen, OP

The presenters reflected on various dimensions of our Dominican life and challenged us to ponder anew the centrality of our worship in the liturgy, our continual remembrance of God in prayer and study, the Trinitarian reflection of unity in our common life, and the human experience of happiness and sadness that are part of following after Christ. For those who may be interested, the presentations will be published in our spring issue of Dominican Monastic Search.

Father Manuel Merten, OP, promoter for the nuns and Sister Elizabeth McDonough, OP, a consultant in canon law were also participants in the Assembly. The business sessions of the Assembly were primarily devoted to the formulation of new statues for the purpose of changing the Conference to an Association approved by the Holy See. This resulted in some lively discussions and a fuller understanding of how canon law functions. There was considerable discussion about autonomy as well as the need for continued cooperation among the monasteries. Nine communities were favorable toward forming an Association, while others considered becoming affiliate members first. There were also several proposals submitted by the monasteries that were discussed.

The Officers of the Conference gave reports to the Assembly, and after the President and the Treasurer’s report it was agreed to raise the dues to $1000 a year. This money is used for our two publications: Conference Communication and Dominican Monastic Search, the On-going Formation Program, the Theological Formation Program and Novice Mistress yearly meeting, and for the General Assembly and Prioresses’ Meetings.

Near the end of the Assembly the delegates elected new Officials for a four-year term:

President: Sister Mary John, OP (Lufkin, Texas)

Vice-President: Sister Mary Rose, OP (Farmington Hills, Michigan)

Councilors: Sister Mary Martin, OP (Summit, New Jersey)


         Sister David Marie, OP (Elmira, New York)

Secretary:   Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart, OP (Menlo Park, California)

Priest-Consultant: Very Rev. Dominic Izzo, OP (Provincial of St. Joseph Province)

The following Officials were appointed by the new council: 

Treasurer:  Sister Maria Christine, OP (Menlo Park, California)

Archivists:  Sisters Marie Dominic, OP and Mary Magdalen, OP (Farmington Hills, MI)

For the first time at an Assembly we designated a sister from our Menlo Park Monastery to act as a reporter for those at home who were not in attendance. Sister Maria Christine set up a web page that the sisters at home could access for a daily summation of the presentations and events, which took place each day. Sister included photographs of the sisters, guest speakers, daily liturgy and discussions groups. It was hoped that in this way everyone could be involved in the Assembly discussions and deliberations.  

On the last evening of the Assembly we had our traditional Pizza party, having ordered 10 different varieties, and special ice cream. Spontaneously many sisters began sharing funny stories and jokes, which added to the light-hearted spirit of this Assembly.

“Votemus!”

Impressions of the General Chapter in Krakow 2004

By Sr. Maria Magdalena, OP

Lage, Germany

At this year’s General Chapter of our Order, that took place between 28th  July and 17th  August in the wonderful commercial, cultural and university town of Krakow in Poland, delegates, ‘deffinitors’, gathered from all the ends of the earth where our brothers live and work together. As he had already done for the previous Chapter, the Master of the Order invited two representatives from the other branches of the Order as guests. They were two lay Dominicans, two sisters from the Congregations of apostolic life and two nuns. Sr. Claire from Prouilhe and I had the unique opportunity of celebrating this Chapter with some 90 brothers from all over the world.

The proceedings and content of the General Chapter are available through documents, lists of participants, diaries, photos and even through audio presentations of the liturgy or interviews, all of which are published in full on the Internet website at http://www.krakow2004.org/  (In the course of a busy day during the chapter, when I was in danger of being submerged under the plethora of events, I even thought to myself: ‘now I should look on the Internet and calmly survey what’s going on at the Chapter, perhaps that would help me to get an overview again!).  For this reason I would like to report here only on what these three weeks of the celebration of the General Chapter brought me personally. 

When I received the invitation, I experienced a joyful excitement but mingled with certain skepticism on account of the length of the Chapter: what would we find to do for 3 weeks? And I could not really imagine what there would be to ‘celebrate’ amongst so much organization, technology, formalities and assiduous hard work.

Preaching, vocation and formation, intellectual life, community life, finances, government, the constitutions: these were the themes, with which the brethren had to contend in the various commissions. In each commission, 8-12 Chapter delegates worked together. Even we guests were invited to take part in a commission: Sr. Claire in the commission on ‘Vocation and formation’ and I in the commission ‘On preaching’.

The job of a commission is to prepare a fundamental text on the given theme, which formulates ordinances, clarifications, requests and recommendations which seem necessary for the concrete advancement of the mission of the Order. The texts are then studied in a plenary session of the Chapter, criticisms are made and suggestions for change sent back to the commission concerned. These are discussed again and then voted on. This is how the Acts of the Chapter come into being. 

From our own community life, we know how troublesome it can be to reach a common understanding amongst a small number of sisters of one nationality, who live together in the same conditions in one house and who know each other.

In a General Chapter, our capacity for understanding, for clarity and unity are tested to the limit: for in any one commission, there would be about ten people from all over the world, with different cultures and languages, from various political and social backgrounds, and with different theological outlooks, all coming together in order to produce a common text, that would give direction to and be binding on the whole Order. This would seem to be a very arbitrary and unsure method, where there would be more chance of ‘going off the rails’ than of succeeding. In reality, however, there emerged a truly ‘crazy’ trust in the spiritual giftedness of each individual person, such as was practiced by St Dominic even with his first quite inexperienced brothers. If a brother or a sister has made a deep and fundamental personal commitment concerning faith and life in the sequela Christi of the Order, and is now trying on a daily basis to make this life option a reality, then that is already a sign that the Holy Spirit is at work in him or her. For without the working of the Holy Spirit, we would not be capable of taking such decisions at all, and it would be impossible to survive even a day with such a commitment.


So when several brothers and sisters, motivated by an active interest in the common mission of the Order reflect simultaneously on which concrete step is now necessary, they can be sure that the Spirit of God will lead them in their searching and in their decision making.

In this sense the experience of the work in a commission was for me an experience of the Spirit, for we could not have been 12 more different brothers and sisters; we did not know each other beforehand, and English was not the mother tongue of half of the members. We also brought widely differing experiences to the debate concerning the whole Order: on a superficial level, some were very experienced ‘pros’, while others were newcomers; ‘normally’ not all of these would be put together in the same group. But it all worked out! And not only did we have a great deal of work, but a great deal of pleasure too!  

While we were working on our text on preaching (‘Going to the Cumans’ – A Meditation, Acts of the Chapter, p.19ff), we tried to listen carefully to each other, to value all input. In this way a fundamental idea crystallized concerning what we wanted to say. This not very efficient way of working takes time: we sat together every morning and every afternoon for a week before a first rough draft was ready. During the second week, the commissions presented in turn the results of their work in plenary session. Here the 63 brothers had to reach a consensus, despite the even greater variety of mentality, social and political experience, culture, language and theological viewpoint.

The texts were read sentence by sentence, commented on, criticized, and sent back to the commissions with suggestions for change. The discussions were sometimes obscure and boring, but much more often exciting and full of suspense, for two quite contrary opinions can produce tension and conflict, but everything would be talked over again, reflected on, corrected and then at some point the request really came: ‘Votemus’! 

Once the vote is completed, the text concerned is officially recognized, that means a directive, an ordinance, a recommendation, a request or vote of thanks is accepted as binding on the whole Order.

What trust in the Holy Spirit is revealed in all this, and the confidence that these deffinitors now gathered together will receive the special gift of his strength. The courage to let 63 people decide the future course of the whole Order is truly a celebration of the Holy Spirit!

In a talk in our monastery on the meaning of government in communities of nuns, a friar once said that the Distinction II in our constitutions ‘On Government’ was the truly spiritual part of the constitutions. 

We, in our community, have experienced very positively over the last ten years the benefits of regular and lively conventual chapters, which have brought about the development of community life, together with spiritual and intellectual enrichment. I remember earlier times in the monastery when sisters did not speak with each other, when anxiety and the basic needs of each individual sister restricted the atmosphere. And this paralysis at that time was to be observed in a parallel manner in the religious life of the community. 

Well, let us learn to speak to each other, to devote a lot of time to dialogue in the monastery and to take decisions in common: ‘Votemus!’
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28 July – 17 August 2004, Krakow, Poland

Sr. Claire Marie Rolf, OP

Dear Sisters,
It was a great grace for me to participate in the General Chapter in Krakow and I would like to share this experience with you as much as possible. Many of you have already visited the internet site of the chapter. It is well worth seeing because they have succeeded in making the chapter accessible and transmitting some of the beauty and the atmosphere of prayer, work and community of these three weeks. On the internet site you will find not only the documents, but also numerous photos, and recordings of homilies, liturgies and interviews with some of the participants. (I was interviewed and questions about monastic enclosure). Once again, here is the address: http://www.krakow2004.dominikanie.pl/

This was the first time that a General Chapter had been celebrated in Poland since the foundation of the convent by Saint Hyacinth in 1223. There is, in this historic convent which houses his tomb, a vibrant community, the House of Philosophy and Theology, a house of formation (seventy student brothers) and a library, as well as the archives of the province. It was a magnificent context, where we were generously and warmly welcomed!

The word which comes to my mind as I think back on the event is:"celebration." A chapter is a celebration and this was a very beautiful one.

· Celebration of the Liturgy
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A wonderful liturgical book was prepared for the chapter which allowed everyone to participate. The offices were prepared and sustained by a group of Polish friars who sang in superb Gregorian chant. Taking some liberties, they sought to retrieve the strength of the medieval sounds (almost Mozarabic). Their church, in the middle of the city, is full of life, with seven Masses a day and confessions from 7:00 AM until 9:00 PM each day. The liturgy has an apostolic impact and attracts many people. It was a grace for us to be able to celebrate the feasts of Dominic and Edith Stein and Maximilian Kolbe in Poland, but the high point was the feast of Saint Hyacinth, with the simple profession of twenty-two young friars and music composed for the occasion.
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One of the friars was charged with inviting capitulars to take part in the liturgical services such as the Prayer of the Faithful, responsorial psalms, readings, etc. His smile was so appealing that it was difficult to refuse him. Just when I thought I had given all possible liturgical service, he discovered that I spoke and sang in French! I loved the African, Indian, and Arabic songs that you will find on the internet site and I recommend that you listen to the Master of the Order who sings a Gloria, (Gloria-MO.mp3), and a song that the students sing with joy: Ave-Maria 15-08.mp3.

· Celebration of Community and Universality

Here is a little sample of the faces of our brothers from around the world 
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In order to better understand the Order today and to prepare us for discussion we received, upon our arrival, a file of documents to study:
· Relatio Ordinis (cf. internet site or the next IDI)

· Reports 

· from the commissions of the Order

· from the Postulator General

· from the Syndicate

· from the Promoters

· from the Provincials

· from the Dominican institutions (Angelicum, Albertinum, etc) 

· from the DSI
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There were several Communications   (also available on the site):
· fr. Philippe Khoshaba : The Challenge of Preaching in Iraq.

Philippe stressed that the entrance of the Allied Forces into Iraq was and remains a major challenge for all the Christians of the country, since the Muslims view as one the Christian Allies of the West and the Iraqi Christians. The challenge is to show that the latter are not accomplices of the Allies in this war. There are three major challenges for Dominican preachers in Iraq:

1. The first concerns their relationship with Islam.

2. The second challenge is situated at the level of the truth of their word vis-à-vis that of the evangelical churches that are invading the country.

3. Finally, there is the work that is to be done with local churches at the level of preaching and its verification in the fire of the reality of these days.

The chapter was particularly marked and moved by the responses of Philippe to the questions asked after his report. He counts on the prayers of the nuns.

· fr. Philippe Leblanc : The Presence of the Order at the United Nations

Our presence:

· serves as a place from which to witness to the message of the Gospel at the frontiers, that is to say, before the global community, and to participate in the continual discourse about social justice and human rights

· offers Dominicans a greater capacity to defend and intervene in situations involving the violation of human rights

· assists in networking and collaborating among the members of the Dominican Family working for human rights

· responds to the demands and expectations of the international community for interventions on questions of  justice and peace
Philippe cited numerous specific examples of when their work in Geneva was able to be a decisive force for changing unjust laws (for example, in Pakistan) or for addressing violations of laws, thus defending human rights in the world.

· fr. Ernesto Lapitan : The Dominican presence in Ethiopia 
On December 22, 2003, at Addis-Ababa, the Master of the Order canonically erected a Dominican house under his direct jurisdiction and entrusted to the patronage of Saint Augustine. Four Filipino friars were assigned there. Their mission is to bring about the foundation of the Catholic University of Ethiopia. Ethiopia is overflowing with enormous possibilities. This university project is a good way to establish the presence of the Order in that country. There are also other possibilities there for the Dominican Family.

· Sr. Claire Rolf : Prouilhe
Since the Providence Chapter recalled the importance of historic places, the chapter invited me to say a few words about Prouilhe, now approaching its eighth centenary. I spoke briefly about

1.  the international community

2.  the Dominican mission in that place

3.  and the restoration of the basilica and the site

· Sr. Pétronille Kayiba : The Mission in the Congo 

Sister Petronilla (Dominican Missionary of the Rosary), from the Congo, was not able to come to Krakow because of a visa problem. She had to stay five hours in Brussels before having to take a return flight. The report she was to have given us is on the internet site, but we missed her presence.

By means of all of this information and the family contacts during these three weeks, we became conscious of the presence of the Order in the world, the places of brokenness, and the frontiers of the preaching.

· Celebration of a day of Retreat

A retreat day at the chapter is not at all like our days of monastic retreat. We listened to two remarkable presentations by Chrys McVey, OP and Mayté Merino, OP on subjects related to obedience and mission. 

The common theme that emerged was the great mystery of life which is opened up by death to oneself in obedience and for the mission. 
After each conference there was time for sharing in language groups. To complete our day we had a beautiful Eucharistic celebration in the middle of which there was a period of time reserved for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation with individual confessions throughout the basilica.
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· The Commissions

After the retreat day we began work in commissions. They were the following:


1A
Preaching (Spanish)


1B
Preaching (English)


2
Intellectual Life and Preaching (French)


3
Common Life (Spanish)


4
Vocation and Formation (English)


5
Government (French)


6
Economy (English)


7
LCO (English)

Note that...

· There were seven commissions (instead of the eleven at Providence).

· The commission on the subject of preaching was divided into two language groups. The whole of this group represented one third of the capitulars. 

· There was no commission on the subject of the nuns or the contemplative life.

Sister Mary Magdalena (from the Monastery of Lage in Germany) was assigned to the English-speaking commission on preaching and I was placed in the one on vocation and formation. We were well-integrated into the groups with the right to speak and to vote. The commissions study petitions and prepare a document which, once it is studied and voted on in the plenary session, becomes part of the Acts of the Chapter. In the Acts are found the directions for the next three years and modifications of the legislative texts concerning the LCO. There was a sense of their concern for referring to the Acts of preceding chapters as well as the Relatio Ordinis in order to assure continuity and to build on existing foundations.

Though disappointed in not being able to participate in the preaching commission, it was, nevertheless, a joy for me to work with the vocation and formation commission. There were eleven of us, coming from the following countries: Vietnam, Iraq, New Zealand, and the Vicariate of Russia, two from the USA (one originally from Mexico), India, Belgium, France, Italy, and Poland. This rich diversity was a great blessing for us, our lived realities, circumstances, and sensitivities were so diverse that these expressed differences were taken into consideration and integrated into the text at the commission level rather than by a long process of amendments in plenary session.
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In recalling the quality and the relevance of the Acts of the Chapter of Providence, our commission, out of concern for the reception of the document by the Order, wanted to be brief and to avoid repetition. The two main ideas are:

1. The need for a wholistic formation (a balanced formation): No one aspect of formation should dominate or be isolated from the other dimensions.

2. Formation must be a preparation for the reality of Dominican life.

We also discussed questions concerning:

· friars in transitus (transition from other congregations or Orders)

· co-operator brothers (their formation)

· formation for itinerancy

· formation adapted to late vocations

· the concern was raised about the necessity of having a promoter charged with formation questions

· the formation of formators

· formation in Dominican history and spirituality

The text itself is structured according to the stages of Dominican life:

1. Vocation

2. Initial Formation

3. Ongoing Formation

4. Formation of Formators

In the legislative texts are the following exhortations:

· to give an experience of another culture or language for a pastoral year

· to be open to older candidates, offering them an adapted formation

· to offer regional meetings of formators

· to offer regional meetings of friars in similar ministries

There is also this text concerning Prouilhe:

1. In the light of the Chapter of Providence (P 321-325) which speaks of the importance of the historical places of the Order, we draw attention to Prouilhe which will soon celebrate the 800th anniversary of its foundation by our Father Saint Dominic.

2. We commend those monasteries and members of the Dominican Family around the world for their efforts to implement petition 325 of the Acts of Providence by the creation of an International Community of nuns at Prouilhe.

3.  In order to preserve and rehabilitate our common heritage at Prouilhe and Fanjeaux as places of resource and renewal, especially for the Dominican family:

4. We commission the Master of the Order to appoint in consultation with the Prior Provincial of the Province of Toulouse a committee to:

· Advise the community of Prouilhe on decisions concerning matters pertaining to the restoration of the site.

· Discern the mission of the Dominican family in Prouilhe and Fanjeaux 

· Investigate the possibility of establishing an international centre for the study of Dominican history and spirituality.

5. We recommend that the project of the restoration of the site of Prouilhe be put on the list of Projects of the Master of the Order.

6. We recommend that Prouilhe and Fanjeaux be encouraged and strengthened by the presence of additional brothers, nuns and apostolic sisters. 

The petition from Manuel Merten, OP concerning Prouilhe was entrusted to our commission when the steering committee of the chapter learned that our commission was going to deal with the question of formation in the areas of Dominican history and spirituality. Actually, without my having spoken about it, some members of our group arrived at the chapter with some concern about the formation of formators, initial formation and ongoing formation in these areas.  Two friars, having recently participated in pilgrimages organized by Parable, lamented having to wait so many years to be able to deepen their awareness of the origins of the Order. In the beginning they put forth an ambitious plan which, once it was discussed in the commission, seemed premature to us and we simply entrusted to a committee the study of the development of a center.  Before the chapter, the provincial of Toulouse had mentioned his hope that the chapter might encourage the formation of a permanent committee to support us in our decisions and to develop collaboration in mission.

· The Plenary Assembly 

The celebration of Dominican government in the sessions of the plenary assembly was a new experience for many of us. Thanks to modern technology and competent translators (about twenty of them) we were able to listen to the discussion in French, English, or Spanish simply by putting on earphones and pushing a button.
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Once the technology was mastered, a vote could take only ten seconds: the voice of the secretary of the chapter is forever inscribed in our memory: "ready to vote," "votemus," and then the announcement of the result, "63 voting, 62 'yes,' 0 abstentions, and 1'no.'" I suspect that perhaps there was a friar who systematically mistook the "yes" button for the "no" because it was funny how many times only one "yes" stood in the way of our unanimity (which provoked the Master of the Order to make animal noises into his microphone).
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The procedures for speaking, raising questions or making amendments were rigorous. It was the structure of the rules that allowed strong debate and assured each person his right to speak. The first evening the Secretary General instructed us to study and become familiar with the procedures

The process (more or less) for each document was carried out in this way:

· The commission prepares the document that is translated into three languages.

· The document is presented to a plenary session to elicit reactions from the capitulars.

· The remarks, objections, suggestions are noted and then discussed again by the commission.

· The text is revised or corrected by the commission

· Then the text is translated and placed in the mailboxes of all the capitulars (and guests).

· The capitulars (and guests) read it and bring their amendments to the prologue and the introductory texts at least 24 hours before the presentation of the text in the plenary session.

· These amendments are translated.

· The commission meets again to take these amendments into consideration.

· The document is again presented with the explanations and decisions of the commission concerning whether or not the proposed amendments will be included.

· The text is voted on paragraph by paragraph.

As guests we participated in the whole process except the voting.

 I found all of the sessions and subjects interesting, even when there were questions about the numbers of the LCO in Latin. That day I had the flu, but I did not want to absent myself from this "celebration" of government since that was where God was being revealed. There was also much to learn about the process, the different styles of speaking, and the surprises. For example, in the text where there was the sentence, "The Family of Saint Dominic has been, since its origin, a place of communion where qualified connections are inscribed: between friars and nuns who make their profession of obedience to the Master of the Order, among the laity, sisters and brothers in mission, between members ordained for the ministry of priesthood and those who participate in the common priesthood of the baptized." A friar proposed an amendment for the text to be, "between friars and nuns who make profession to the Master" since "nuns do not profess obedience to the Master of the Order."  Other friars had already signaled to the moderators their desire to speak and, in itself, the proposed amendment was correct, but what was said led me to understand that there was some confusion among some of the friars in regard to our profession formula. Later, after having done some research by e-mail, I was able to speak in order to give some clarification about the history of our profession formula. Although I had trouble pronouncing the Latin, with some help, they were able to hear our formula which dates from 1259 (the time of Humbert of Romans) until 1930, when the Gillet Constitutions were presented to the Sacred Congregation for the first time ( for reasons which are unknown) and our formula was changed.

The government commission proposed a text concerning the presence of nuns at chapters of election and their right to vote for the Master of the Order:

Inchoatio: add to LCO 407 § 1<9° - nuns, for each  of nine regions (Spain; France; Italy; Central Europe; Asia-Pacific; North America; South America; Central America; Africa).  Here are some of the responses:

One friar said that he would personally be very happy if the nuns voted for the Master of the Order, but that it would be better to respect the opinion of the nuns themselves. The last consultation of the nuns was before the Chapter of Bologna and they said that there was as yet no consensus among them on the question. To begin by a change in the LCO would not be a good way to proceed.

Another said that he was not certain that all of the nuns share the opinion that only one sister would represent the region of Spain where there are eighty monasteries while one sister would represent Asia where there are only nine monasteries.

Sister Mary Magdalena and I mentioned that mentalities are diverse and that in certain parts of the world the sisters are not ready. The monasteries are autonomous and in certain regions there are no federations, only isolated monasteries. Since Bologna, however, we are moving forward little by little: there are regions that are being organized (in Japan, meetings of prioresses in the non-federated countries of Europe, meetings of prioresses and formators in Africa).  There is also the international bulletin which, for the past three years, has been contributing to the development of mutual understanding and communion.

It is obvious that the friars would agree to the participation of the nuns in the election of the Master of the Order. If they have not moved forward on their side it is out of respect for us, wanting to allow us the time to arrive at a consensus on our side.

We spent three days in plenary session on the "Common Life" text and this was only the first commission. According to the more experienced friars, the first document that is presented is always tedious since there is a question of learning the procedures, and at the same time there is a tendency to pick at the text and edit it. I draw your attention to the very beautiful part concerning the co-operator brothers (Declaration and Exhortation §1). The importance of our solemn profession in the Order is put forward and carries a lot of weight in this text. All of the friars are co-operators in the preaching of the Gospel and from now on we will use the word "brother" to designate one from another.

Another text that raised a lot of debate was that of "The Preaching." The members of the English-speaking commission, after having shared their experiences in depth, produced a very dense Prologue. Their prose had a style such that it was difficult to amend without emptying it of its beauty and its coherence, but, in light of the interest in the subject, the commission received thirty-two pages of amendments. Although they had worked late into the night, a good number of capitulars judged that the commission had not modified the text enough. After a serious debate, the commission proposed a solution: that the text appears in the Acts, in its integrity, as a meditation on the subject of the Preaching.

The meditation of the Preaching mentions our visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. This experience marked this chapter and the hearts of the participants forever. It was a pilgrimage on holy ground, made holy by the ashes of 1,500,000 innocent people.
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We also made a pilgrimage to Czestochowa where Carlos Aspiroz, OP consecrated the whole Order to the Virgin Mary.
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On the same occasion Sister Mary Madalena and I were able to visit our contemplative sisters at St. Anna Monastery near Czestochowa.

The monastery of Krakow is no more than 500 meters from the community of friars, so we had several opportunities to visit them. It was a joy for me since I had met them before I entered the Order.
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The last subject on the agenda was the choice of place for the next General Chapter. There were two proposals: Manila has already had opportunities to prove its warm welcome. Therefore, the provincials will go to Bogota, Colombia for the chapter of 2007.

This short chronicle is very inadequate, but my hope is that it might be able to transmit some of the spirit of the chapter and encourage you to read the Acts as well as to visit the internet site. I loved the chapel that houses the tomb of St. Hyacinth and that was the place where I prayed for all of my sisters throughout the world.

With my gratitude for your prayer I remain in communion with you.
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