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“Catching Fire from Dominic’s Vision”
ICNOP with the DSI  

Prouilhe / Fanjeaux - May 2006
Letter of Fr. Manuel Merten, OP

(General Promoter of the Nuns)

Dear Sisters, 

This time, I am not sitting at my usual Roman desk to write to you. As this letter pieces itself together, I am rather in the motherhouse of the Adrian Dominicans in the U.S. state of Michigan, with the group of over eighty nuns from fifteen different monasteries from the States and Canada who have gathered here to take part in the retreat being preached to them by Fr. Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa. Fr. Ed. Ruane, former provincial of the Central American Province (Chicago province), future socius of the Master for the four provinces of the United States and I are supporting him in the celebration of the liturgy, for individual talks and administration of the sacraments.

The hospitality of the Adrian Dominican Congregation is an impressive experience. It was not enough to make the conference centre available without charge for this ten day retreat, to manage the transport of the nuns to and from the airport, no, together with their co-workers, they also guess our every need and are doing everything possible to ensure that the retreat takes place in the most favourable circumstances. Heartfelt thanks go to Sr. Donna Markham o.p., the prioress general, who never ceases to say how her Congregation is honoured by our presence. Those who are interested and have Internet access can log on to the webpage of the Adrian Dominicans to check out the impressive priorities of their mission at: http://www.adriandominicans.org/  To see something of the way the retreat is going, the following page can be consulted:  http://www.usaopnuns.org/page1.html
During this retreat, I am looking back over the last six months since the publication of Monialibus n° 13. Much has happened during this time, and it would not be possible to report it all, even in fragmentary form. I’ll just summarize some events.

At their meeting of 24th - 25th July 2004, the prioresses and delegates of the four Japanese monasteries had decided to work towards the founding of an association. Following on from this, statutes were drawn up and submitted to the Holy See for approval. This took place on 4th November 2005, so a good year after the original decision was taken. Our Japanese sisters chose as the name for their new entity St. Mary’s Association of the Dominican Monasteries in Japan. All four Japanese monasteries joined the association and thus signify their feeling of unity and belonging together, without their canonical autonomy being called into question. On March 10th this year, Sr. Marie Thomas Notohara o.p. was elected president. At the request of the association, the Holy See appointed Fr. Nobuaki Tanaka o.p. its first religious assistant. 

Also the protracted process of forming an Association of the Monasteries of the Order in the USA – the initial deliberations took place at the general assembly of the Conference of the US monasteries in 1998 – has come to an end. By a decree of 27th May 2006, the Holy See erected the Association of the Monasteries of Nuns of the Order of Preachers of the United States of America and approved its statutes. The monasteries of Port of Spain, Menlo Park, Lufkin, Los Angeles, Lancaster, Elmira, Bronx, Summit and Farmington Hills joined the association, with Fr. Provincial Dominic Izzo o.p. appointed as first Religious Assistant of the new association.

From 28th November until 4th December of last year, instead of busying myself with the nuns of the Order, I undertook a canonical visitation of the active Dominican sisters in Hacking, Vienna (Austria). Christoph, Cardinal Schönborn, with whom I had for a time been together in the novitiate and then as students, had asked to see me, and the Master of the Order himself, suggested that I do so. It was a very meaningful time. The meeting with about thirty sisters strengthened my joy in belonging to the great Dominican family, and enabled me to discover through many conversations and encounters, how each sister busies herself with announcing through word and example the good news of God’s mercy to mankind. Here again it is worth visiting their homepage, even if you don’t speak German: http://www.dominikanerinnen.at/
Before Christmas 2005, as again in May and June 2006, I was able to spend a longer time at home in Rome. I use these opportunities above all to reduce the size of the enormous stacks of mail and to answer over 300 e-mails.

At this point, I would like to thank you for the mail that I receive regularly. Even if it is not possible to answer every letter, you can be sure that I carefully read every visitation report, every circular letter, and first and foremost each personal letter. In this way it is a joy for me to learn how sisters whom I have not yet had occasion to visit are faring. And naturally it is gratifying to be informed of developments in communities and concerning individual sisters whom I know personally from visits and meetings.

At the beginning of January this year, I spent some time in Nigeria. More than ten years ago, Fr. Jude O. Mbukanma o.p., with the support of the Dominican province of Nigeria, founded in accordance with Canon 312 a public association of the faithful which Mgr. Ayo Maria Atoyebi o.p., Bishop of the Diocese of Ilorin in Nigeria, confirmed on 19.12.1996 with a view to future erection as a religious institute of diocesan rite.

The constitutions of this community, whose official title is “Adoration Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament”, popularly called “Friends of Jesus”, were mainly taken from the Book of Constitutions of the Nuns of the Order of Preachers. From the very beginning the sisters, backed up by the founder as well as by the bishop, had intended eventually to be aggregated to the Order of Preachers and / or become “Dominican Nuns”.

For a long time, in accordance with the sisters’ own desire, I tried belatedly to find them a “founding monastery” in order to keep up somehow with the requirements for a new foundation of a Monastery of the Order of Preachers as stated in LCM 229 – 234. This was unsuccessful. Finally the Master of the Order asked me to visit the sisters in Nigeria and to stay with them for a time in order to experience personally their way of life and to have a chance to reflect - together with them - on their future development. 

Thus I went to Nigeria from 3rd – 12th January 2006, staying with the Adoration Sisters and their founder. I had several talks with the bishop of Ilorin Diocese, the provincial of the Dominican Province of Nigeria and a good number of Dominican friars.

I’m happy to confirm that the community of the Adoration Sisters is a monastery that functions well, with a sound and solid tradition. The sisters live a joyful but seriously dedicated life within a strict daily schedule. They are still strongly supported by the local bishop, who is a Dominican, as well as by our Dominican brother Jude. Many other brothers of the Dominican Province of Nigeria are interested in the sisters life and provide them with lectures, retreat days etc. There is hardly anything more one could wish for, given the sometimes difficult situation in that country.

The sisters themselves are interested in receiving formation in the Dominican monastic tradition, lived Dominican history and community life, experience of Dominican government etc. in order to become more deeply and firmly rooted in Dominican monasticism.

In our common reflections we finally turned down the idea of continuing to search for a "founding monastery". Since the sisters form already a good functioning community with a sound and solid tradition, it would no longer make sense for them to be formally ruled over by another community. Instead we developed the following plan:

· At the moment the Adoration Sisters are not seeking to change of the Canonical Reality of their Foundation

· The Adoration Sisters actually focus on making available a good and solid formation for a certain number of the members of their community. Intended areas for this formation would be mainly: education in (Dominican) monastic tradition; experiencing of a functioning Dominican monastic community with its main pillars: community (including governmental structures) - prayer (including vocal music and musical instruments) - study - work (including special skills); languages (French, Spanish, Italian, German, Latin); general widening of horizons by experiencing Dominican life in different cultural backgrounds

· Through the intervention of the Promoter General of the nuns of the Dominican Order the Adoration Sisters therefore ask the following monasteries in Europe, if they would be willing to receive one or two of their sisters for a period of two to three years in order to provide them with the formation mentioned: Italy: 
Monastero Matris Domini, Bergamo in cooperation with Monastero di Santa Maria della Neve, Pratovecchio; Germany: Kloster Zum gekreuzigten Erlöser, Rieste – Lage; France: Monastère Sainte-Marie de Prouilhe, Fanjeaux; Spain: Monasterio del Santísimo Rosario, Jumilla; Ireland: Monastery of Saint Catherine of Siena, Drogheda.

· Given a successful outcome to this request / plan, the sisters undergoing this formation process would return home to the community in Ilorin in three years from now

· The Adoration Sisters - supported by the actual Promoter General (and/or his successor) - will then have a 3 - 4 weeks period of reflection and decision-making. Main topics of this process will be:

Sharing of the different experiences of the sisters who went abroad with the whole community - evaluation of these experiences - planning for the future development of the monastery, its concrete style and conditions of life - decision on whether or not the community will remain a Diocesan Religious Institute and (only) put in an application for becoming accepted as a member of the Dominican family or to apply to the Master - and through him to the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life - for becoming Nuns of the Order in the full juridical sense by taking over LCM (Book of Constitutions of the nuns of the Order of Preachers)

· The Master of the Order approved this general planning and asks the monasteries in question to look favourably on the request of the Adoration Sisters.

During spring, I visited the above mentioned communities with the exception of Jumilla (Spain) in order to present the plan and the request of the Master of the Order on behalf of the Adoration Sisters. In the meantime, all of the communities have agreed and preparations (requests for visas and residence permits and health insurance documents etc.) are going ahead. I would like here to offer heartfelt thanks to the participating monasteries. Some of them see their agreement as a special contribution to the celebration of the 800 years jubilee of the first Dominican community in Prouilhe. 

On 2nd February, I was privileged to represent the Master of the Order on a special occasion. In Senekal (South Africa), with many participants from the Dominican family, responsibility for this foundation was solemnly handed over to the monastery of Karen, Nairobi. The three African sisters of the community, together with two from Bambui (Cameroun) and two from Karen/Nairobi had lived together for a period of six months to prepare for this new beginning. During a moving celebration of the Eucharist, led by Bishop Hubert Bucher, the involvement of the sisters of the St. Dominic Federation of Spain, who had originally made this foundation, came to a dignified conclusion amidst expressions of gratitude. Not only this celebration, but also letters sent subsequently to the Master by the Spanish sisters recounting their experience of this day and writing about their time spent in Senekal brought me to tears. I found it remarkable that Bishop Bucher not only accompanied the five sisters back to Spain as a way of showing his gratitude, but he went to each individual monastery of the federation that had made nuns availavble for Senekal over the twenty year period. This is reported on in more detail elsewhere in this issue of Monialibus. 
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From South Africa, I proceeded to Pakistan to a conference for office holders in the Dominican family in the Asia Pacific region. The nuns of the Order were represented by Sr. Mary Emmanuelle, delegate from the Asia Pacific region to the International Commission, and myself. Surprisingly enough, the whole group got to discussing the specific vocation of the nuns within the Dominican family. The starting point was a paper that Sr. Mary Emmanuelle and I had prepared, and which is published, at least in outline, in this issue of Monialibus. Much could be written about this conference. I’ll limit myself to one experience that moved me and that I still think about. A few days before the conference, caricatures of the prophet Mohammed were printed in various western newspapers. Thereupon in many Muslim countries there were disturbances and even violent protests. As a precaution, our conference was held under police guard. In order to explain my inner reaction, I must go back a bit further:

28th October 2001: For the first time on that Sunday, the large Catholic community of Bahawalpur in Pakistan, that had been entrusted to the Dominicans for many years, had changed its mass times, and set the principal service at 10 o’clock, so as to make their church available for the small local evangelical community. Forty five evangelical Christians had gathered to worship, when suddenly the door burst open and masked men with machine guns stormed in and opened fire. When they disappeared shortly afterwards, they left seventeen dead and many severely wounded as well as severely shaken Catholic and evangelical communities. The next day radical Islamic newspapers acclaimed the incident, regretting however that the change in the mass time had not been known, and so the triumph of the servants of Allah over the infidels had largely failed. 

In connection with my own visit to Pakistan, I celebrated mass in this very same church, against the background of a newly tense situation, in which Christians could not be sure that they would not get caught up in hostile action when the protest movements against the caricatures in western newspapers broke out. 

At the end of the mass, I was sitting with Dominican brothers and sisters from Bahawalpur. They are still marked by those events, and their emotion is undeniable when they recall how quickly everything happened and how they had witnessed the massacre from the window or from the yard. But then they also recount the gestures of solidarity they received from their Muslim neighbours. And of course one event did not go unnoticed: the day after the attack, on the evening of 29th October 2001, after a nine-hour drive, the elderly and seriously ill former chief imam of the second largest mosque in the world at Lahore, Pakistan, Maulana Muhammad Abdul Qadir Azad, together with his son, stood at their door. They had come to express their horror. Abdul Qadir Azad apologized to the Christians in the name of right thinking Muslims and condemned the massacre as a betrayal of the message of the Prophet.

The chief imam from Lahore did not stop at this visit of solidarity. In January 2004 he invited a delegation of Christians led by a Dominican to a conference in his mosque. In front of over 3,000 believers and more than 100 Islamic scholars the chief imam linked this invitation to the specific permission granted by Mohammed in the 7th century for Christians to be allowed to say their prayers in the mosque at Medina. Then on a Friday, their holy day, 3,000 Muslims listened to our brother James Channan o.p., for over an hour. Since then mutual esteem, not to say friendship, has linked him and the imam.

Muhammad Abdul Qadir Azad did not fail to visit our conference, and so I got to meet him personally. We spoke about the caricatures and their dangerous impact especially in the Islamic world. Naturally the imam found this representation of the prophet hostile, but he saw no connection between such caricatures and religious opposition between Christians and Islam. Whoever uses the caricatures as a means of enflaming cultural or religious strife has a distorted view of things, according to the imam. Of such people one can only ask: What can be going on in their heart? Then Abdul Qadir Azad spoke this sentence which moved me so much and has remained in my mind above all else from these days in Pakistan: “Without recognition of the message of love of the prophet Jesus and his unconditional desire for peace, Islam would not have achieved its own fulfilment”. What fine sentiments!

Of course I did not leave Pakistan without visiting our nuns in Karachi. They too could tell of harmonious relations with their Muslim neighbours. Once trucks fully laden with Islamists ready to use force were on their way to our sisters’ monastery. Thank God they did not know their way around this area of town, and so they had to ask the sisters’ neighbours where the Christian nuns lived. Thereupon the neighbours sent them off in the wrong direction. Obviously things don’t always turn out so well. The sisters report incidents, but until now it has been only material damage. Hearty thanks go to our brave sisters in Karachi for their hospitality.

On Sunday 26th February – the previous week had been full of problematic news that had come in both from individual nuns and various communities, and so the Master of the Order asked me “Manuel do you have a commitment to say mass somewhere today?” I said that I did not. “Then let the two of us say mass together in St Dominic’s cell. That is perhaps the most effective way of dealing with the needs and difficulties that we have heard about in the past week”. You were all, dear sisters, included in the intention of this mass.

On Ash Wednesday, Joseph Ratzinger came for the first time as Pope Benedict XVI to the station mass at Santa Sabina. What a joy for us all to receive him here in the spot where St. Dominic had lived during his time in Rome, and where to this day the paving slabs of the basilica bear witness to how he would spend the night in prayer over the relics of Saints Sabina and Seraphia. During the liturgy, the Holy Father imposed the ashes on all the brethren as well as a group of sisters and laypeople.

Another high point was the meeting of the International Commission of the Nuns in Prouilhe, as well as the gathering of the international councils and commissions of the Dominican family from around the world on the theme “Catching fire from Dominic’s vision”. The members of the International Commission have written a detailed letter about this meeting, informing you of our suggestions for the planning of the Jubilee Year. One of the suggestions was the setting up of spiritual twinnings of monasteries from East and West, North and South. I have already received the first applications for such twinnings. I look forward to more.  

There would be much more to report on, but I must draw to a close. I will do so while sharing another Jubilee Year experience with you:

As a personal support to the new foundation in India, which incidentally is progressing well, I was looking for a sister who could speak good English and Spanish. At the monastery of Farmington Hills (MI, USA) I knew of Sr. Mary of the Saviour, and that her heart had a missionary beat. After some hesitation, for this monastery is still responsible for two foundations that are not yet completed one in Canada and one in Vietnam, I contacted Sr. Mary Rose who was prioress at that time. Understandably, she was not over enthusiastic: we really need Sr. Mary of the Saviour ourselves; she is our only full trained organist. I’ll skip over the intermediate details and come immediately to the outcome: Sr. Mary of the Saviour has arrived in India and her days are already full with instructing the novices, postulants, candidates and with the translation of formation material.

When I was recently a guest on the occasion of the solemn profession at Farmington Hills of Sr. Theresa Tham (Vietnam), I learnt some details of the decision making process in council and chapter. There was one sentence that had led to the surprising result that I had hardly dared hope for. One sister had argued in the following way: “On the occasion of the Jubilee Year, we had decided to give a larger sum of money to support needy monasteries in poor countries. Perhaps God is asking us for a much more personal rather than material sacrifice, one that we must tear from our hearts and not just get out of our purse. I think we should let Sr. Mary of the Saviour go to India, as our contribution to the celebration of the 800 years Jubilee, as our way of showing gratitude”. 

I should also add that in the meantime, eight sisters of Famington Hills are having organ lessons....

I send you heartfelt greetings and best wishes for the forthcoming Jubilee Year 

Your
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Program of the General Promoter

Year 2006

September 3      Landsberg (Germany): Meeting of the German Speaking Prioresses

September 8      Znojmo (Czech Republic):  Meeting of Eastern European Prioresses

September 15    Andalucia (Spain):  Visits to the Monasteries of the Federation of the Rosary 

October 6           Weesen (Switzerland):  Retreat / Jubilee - 750th Anniversary of the Foundation of the         
                           Monastery in Weesen

October 9           Cangas de Narcea (Spain):  Temporary Vows of the first Novices from the Monastery 

                           in India

October 15         Schwalmtal (Germany): Common celebration – Jubilee of Sisters

October 23         Annual General Meeting of the A.S.B.L Dominicans in Luxembourg

October 26         Oslo (Norway):  Meeting of Promoters

November 11      El Hiero (Spain): Silver Jubilee of Profession – Sr. Ana Maria Solis Gaona

December 3        Prouilhe (France): Opening of the Jubilee Year – Prouilhe 800 YEARS

December 24      Schwalmtal (Germany):  Church Services
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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF NUNS OF THE ORDER OF PREACHERS (ICNOP)

Introduction

Nuns of the Order of Preachers

Founded in 1206 by St. Dominic de Guzman, the nuns are an integral part of the Order of Preachers.

Contemplative activity in the service of the Church is the definite pattern set by St. Dominic for the nuns of the Order. He founded them, ten years before the establishment of the brethren, to offer their prayers and penances for all “preachers of the word.”  From the very beginning of the Order, St. Dominic associated the nuns with “the holy preaching”

For almost 800 years, Dominican Nuns have carried on the monastic tradition, interceding for the Church and for the World, through a life prayer, study and work, all within the context of community life – a primary thrust of the Dominican charism.

Today there are approximately 250 monasteries worldwide, home for about 3,500 nuns. Within their walls, the timelessness of the monastic lifestyle, with its ceaseless search for God, is carried on, from generation to generation.

The International Commission of Nuns (ICNOP)

Objectives

The Commission De Monialibus of the General Chapter of Oakland (1989) recommended the appointment of a General Promoter of the Nuns as well as the establishment of an International Commission of Nuns.  (#154) Since then, the International Commission of Nuns and the office of the General Promoter have been established.

Today, together with the General Promoter, Fr. Manuel Merten, OP, the International Commission works in order to:

· Promote greater communication and mutual understanding among the monasteries 

·  Develop a means of consultation and discussion among the nuns regarding proposed changes in the LCM

· Promote initial and on going formation in the various geographical regions and language groups as well as exchanges of experiences and mutual support

· Back new foundations, monasteries in need and/or in isolated areas, monastery-projects (e.g. the International Community in Prouilhe, France)

· Make suggestions to the Master of the Order regarding the participation of the nuns in the General Chapter and provide a method of representation

· Provide advice and recommendations for the Master with regard to whatever issue of interest concerning the life of the nuns as well as the cooperation and interaction within the Dominican Family

· Collect information about the monasteries, the nuns and their life and make it available for their own use and for the use of those having a legitimate interest (e.g. database)

In order to accomplish the work, the Commission developed “Monialibus,” a publication which aims:

· To promote a common understanding of the Constitutions of the Nuns

· To share general information about the affairs and needs of the monasteries

· To foster mutual understanding and support of the monasteries as well as the sense of a deep rooted belonging to the Order despite of canonical autonomy

· To serve as a forum for the proposal and discussion of changes in the Constitutions

· To enable the Master of the Order and the Promoter General to communicate more easily with the nuns of the Order. (cf. #156)
Structure

Composition of members:  The International Commission consists of 11 representatives from federations and regions (3 from Spain, 1 from France, 1 from Italy, 1 from the rest of Europe, 1 from North America, 1 from Mexico, 1 from South America, 1 from Africa, and 1 from Asia –Pacific).

The members of the Commission are proposed by their respective federations and/or regions (a list of three names) and appointed by the Master of the Order for a term of 6 years, in such a way that every three years, half of the members of the commission are replaced. In this way, both continuity and change are equally ensured. The Commission plays an important role within the world of the nuns of the Order in terms of promoting communication.

Meetings: The international Commission meets annually for a week, in one host monastery, working together under the chairmanship of the General Promoter.

The meeting includes reports of the General Promoter, from each member about her region or federation. 

Through these meetings, our vision of the Order and the Nuns are enriched, and our communion in prayer, vocation and common mission, intensified. Conscious that the nuns share a global vision of the monasteries of the Order, we all have reasons to be grateful and to praise the Lord.
International Bulletin- Monialibus: In 2001, the Commission launched the first issue of the International Bulletin of the nuns – “Monialibus”.  The members of the international commission are primarily responsible for collecting information, news and articles from their respective federations or regions.  It is published twice a year in English, Spanish and French; it is also available on the website of the Order.

Hopes for the future

· Enhancement of cooperation among monasteries in the region, especially with regard to initial and continuing formation, liturgy, study and prayer

· For new foundations in places where the presence of the nuns are needed; and Sustenance of the monasteries with personnel difficulties, due to aging and lack of vocations

· For the increase of awareness and effort on the part of the nuns to understand better and more deeply the particular vocation of other branches of the Dominican Family and to foster more mutual understanding between us

· We hope that our Commission may set a plan to work on the proposed changes to the Constitutions of the Nuns at an opportune time.

THE MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF NUNS OF THE ORDER OF PREACHERS (ICNOP) IN PROUILHE

Sr. Isabel Maria de la Trinidad, OP

(Representative of the Federation of the Rosary)

The annual meeting of ICNOP was held from April 25th-28th. Our last session, however, was on May 5th after the other Commissions had met. This meeting has been a special grace for two reasons: first, because it took place in Prouilhe where everything spoke of Dominic, and where we had the feeling of being wrapped in his spirit; and second, because it was held during the historic first General Assembly of all the International Commissions and Councils of the Order.

From April 29th to May 4th, around 80 members from the various branches of the Dominican Family gathered in Fanjeaux. With ‘Catching fire from Dominic’s vision’ as our motto, we reflected on the challenges of our mission and the necessity of working together to carry out this task. We met under the aegis of the forthcoming Jubilee Year celebrating the 800th Anniversary of the founding of the first Dominican community. Contemplating the beautiful and vast French countryside from Fanjeaux, we could understand Dominic’s boldness in founding the Order, even while relying only on a few recently converted women, and scattering all his friars throughout the world to proclaim the Gospel. Certainly our own soul expands before such a wide-ranging panorama. 

Once again, as in previous years, we were accompanied by Fr. Manuel Merten, OP, the General Promoter of the Nuns, and our translator Fr. Brian Pierce, OP. Sr. Klarissa Waterman, Dominican of Bethany, who at previous meetings had been in charge of the liturgy and the minutes, could not attend. 

All of us regretted the absence of Sr. Flora Maria, the representative of the Federation of Saint Dominic in Spain, and Sr. Vicenza, the representative of the Italian region. Although they were not physically present, they were in our minds and in our hearts. The letters they sent to ICNOP showed their love, and of course we felt their nearness through their prayers.

On Wednesday April 25th we had our first working session. Sr. Catalina, prioress of the Prouilhe International Community, welcomed us and told us all about the International Community, its current events, and its projects for the forthcoming Jubilee Year. She pointed out that this Community was the consequence of the sisters’ fraternal charity. The International Community of Prouilhe was confirmed in the last canonical visitation, and currently counts as members sisters from seven different countries: Japan, Philippines, Italy, Peru, Portugal, Spain and Luxembourg. Anyone wishing to be a part of this International Community would be received with open arms. The nuns would like to receive at least one sister from each country, as a sign of the universality of the Order and as a witness of unity in our charism and mission. So please, if you hear a voice telling you: ‘Come to Prouilhe’, don’t silence it. 

After giving us a hearty welcome and answering all our questions, Sr Catalina invited us to have lunch with the Community of Prouilhe. In the afternoon Fr. Manuel Merten and the nuns of the Commission reviewed the agenda of the meeting, and Father gave us information concerning some practical questions for the following days. Then Sr. Mary Lucy and Sr. Isabel Maria explained what they had prepared for Lauds and the Mass to be celebrated by the Master of the Order on April 29th, feast of Saint Catherine of Siena. The nuns were in charge of the Liturgy for this important day, the first day of the meeting of all the International Commissions. We had several sessions to rehearse the psalms and chants. We did our best so that everything would be as solemn as possible: this was the least that might be expected of the ‘professionals of the Liturgy’.

On Thursday April 26th Fr Dominique Dye, president of the Liturgical Commission of the Order of Preachers, gave a beautiful exposition about the Order’s adoption of the Roman Rite as established by Vatican Council II, while retaining some particular elements of the Dominican Rite, as preserved and included in the new Proper of the Order. That is why the book’s content is so rich. The process was studied in various General Chapters by different commissions, and preparatory consultations from the entire Order were requested in order to complete the new Proper. In the 1977 Analecta, the different stages of development from the Dominican Rite to the Roman Rite were explained. As a result of this process, several liturgical books were published: the Liturgy of the Hours Proper of the Order of Preachers, the Dominican Missal, and the recently-published typical edition of the Ceremonial for Profession, whose translation into Spanish and Italian has been already approved. The Rite of the Anointing of the Sick and the Rite for Funerals await approval by the Sacred Congregation. Fr. Dominique suggested that in order to discover the spirit of these books, it is important and necessary to pay attention to the letters of promulgation and read them carefully, because they express the theological and philosophical content of the different books.

At present, the Liturgical Commission is working on the preparation of the typical texts of the Proper of the Order of Preachers, and on the various liturgies for the entire Dominican Family. A Book of Blessings will also come out shortly. Fr. Dominique was very happy about the great number of monasteries which responded to the questionnaire sent to them four years ago: 220 out of 240! 

In the afternoon our work focused on preparing ICNOP’s presentation for the General Assembly.  We were asked to do a presentation in PowerPoint showing the commitment of the Commission. Taking into account the design prepared by Sr. Mary Emmanuelle, all of us contributed our opinions as to the content of the PowerPoint presentation. We chose various slides, photographs and texts, coming up with a beautiful result. 

Then the sisters in charge of compiling and organizing all the answers to the questionnaire on contemplation presented their work. Fr. Manuel Merten suggested we should elaborate a synthesis of the main ideas, so as to help the Master with the letter he wished to write to the whole Order for the Jubilee Year. At the end of the afternoon we were divided into language groups: 1) Sr. Breda, Sr. Jean Thérèse, and Sr. Rita Joyce for the contributions in English; 2) Sr. Inmaculada, Sr. Blanca, and Sr. Rosa María for the contributions in Spanish. Sr. Mary Emmanuelle, Sr. Mary Lucy, and Sr. Isabel María were in charge of the PowerPoint presentation, helped by Fr. Brian.

On April 27th the groups shared their work. Hearing the Spanish and English syntheses, the similarity of the answers made us very happy. The communion among the nuns is wonderful! Here are some of the answers: ‘Contemplation is a free gift… No one can come to Me unless he is drawn by the Father’; ‘There is no substitute for the virtues: the virtues bring us to contemplation, and contemplation brings us to practise virtue’; ‘We must be aware of the richness of our Dominican spirituality and drink from its sources: love of the cross, worship of the Eucharist, love of the Virgin Mary, study of  the Word of God, solemn and careful celebration of the Liturgy’; ‘contemplation is for the whole Dominican Family: friars, sisters, laity and nuns; we each need to have an encounter with Christ’.

We went on reading Fr. Manuel’s reports and the reports of the different regions. We all were very interested in the formation program of our sisters in the USA. The novices and the temporary-professed receive formation in their own monasteries. However, for two weeks a year, over a period of four years, all of the temporary-professed take part in a more intense study program, usually given at the House of Studies in Washington DC. The first year they study Philosophy and Theology, the second year Metaphysics and the Trinity, the third year Grace and Moral Theology, and the fourth year Eccesiology and the Sacraments. During the course proper and afterward in their own monasteries, they write papers on these subjects and are supervised by some of the friars. Meanwhile the mistresses, who meet in Washington at the same time as the temporary-professed, attend their own lectures and discuss topics useful for their work of formation.

On the morning of April 28th we finished reading the reports. All of us thought that the ‘twinning’ among monasteries was a good idea, so we discussed some ideas about how to fulfil this proposal. The afternoon was free so that we could carry out the last preparations for the General Assembly in Fanjeaux.
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From April 29th to May 4th we participated in the General Assembly. Very early in the morning Fr. Manuel would pick us up and drive us to Fanjeaux. Some days Sr. Barbara could help him, and some days he had to drive us in two groups. After dinner we went back to Prouilhe, sometimes walking, the way Saint Dominic used to go over on foot, and sometimes going by car with our ‘excellent chauffeur’. In the special issue of IDI you will find further information about this General Assembly. I can say that those wonderful days were unforgettable, especially for the richness we could share among sisters and brothers. And I must say as well that the presence of the Master, Fr Carlos, who was very kind, gave a special family tone to the Assembly. 

On May 5th ICNOP met again. It was our last day and we still had a lot of work to do. We did an evaluation of the meeting of the Dominican Family, and we also made some decisions about what we have to prepare for the Jubilee Year: an outline for the Liturgy, letters for the monasteries, and so on. Sr. Mary Emmanuelle gave us a report on Monialibus, and we discussed some points in relation to its publication. We decided to publish a special issue at the end of the Jubilee Year. We finished our meeting with an evaluation; this is always an emotional moment, as we relate more closely to the inner being of each one. It is then that we can say “THANK YOU, LORD!” for this wonder which is the Order; thank You for calling us to form part of this Order.

Lastly, a simple liturgy of farewell: while we were singing the Taize Canticle of Mary, we handed each other a lit candle as a sign of the ‘fire’ we had received and that we wished to take back to our regions. That night we had dinner with our sisters of the monastery of Prouilhe. I would like to thank all of them for their hearty welcome, and thank all of you very much for being such good sisters.

CATCHING FIRE FROM DOMINIC’S VISION

(Fanjeaux - Prouilhe Basilica - Final Mass Homily – 4th of May 2006)

Fr. Manuel Merten, OP
These days I listened to someone talking about the International Monastery of Prouilhe: “You know, he said, this whole enterprise is simply a “Babel”, a chaos of languages, a mixture of cultures, neither fish nor fowl, it lacks single-mindedness, strict rules and a uniform structure.”

What was said of the Monastery could be said even more appropriately of the Dominican family: it is simply a “Babel”, a chaos of languages -not only in the linguistic sense of the term- neither fish nor fowl, it lacks single-mindedness, strict rules and a uniform effective structure.

Babel indicates mess, being in a muddle, confusion, chaos. The biblical writer of Genesis Chapter 11 takes an even stronger stance that “Babel” is disorder in a very profound sense. Language confusion, separation, to be scattered, to have different cultures, customs, traditions all that is understood as punishment, as God’s reaction to humanity’s arrogance: “Come, let us go down and confuse their language there, so that they cannot understand one another.' And Yahweh scattered them all over the world.”
 

We face a broad approach to difference, diversity and variety. Many people, a good number of Dominicans included, consider these concepts as referring to a lack of unity, of clarity, of identity. – And there is no doubt about the fact that the bible provides us with such an approach even to the extent, that it is “to the honour of all his faithful”, to wreak vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples, on everyone who does not believe like you, behave like you, think like you, and who is not part of “your language”. It is to the honour of the righteous “to execute on them the judgement passed”.

But the bible offers also a very different approach. This doorway considers variety to be a gift and diversity nothing but the proof of God’s wealth of ideas and of his love for men and women. I remind you of the beautiful poem of creation, taken from the same book of the bible as the story of Babel: “God said, 'Let the earth produce every kind of living creature in its own species: cattle, creeping things and wild animals of all kinds.' And so it was. God saw that it was good. Evening came and morning came.” 

Do these two approaches have equal rights or is one of them closer to a Christian, a Dominican understanding? I ask myself: “Would we ever get the idea that it is a lack of unity and identity that there are thousands of different types of birds, of fish, of flowers and not just sparrow, cod and tulip? Why do we get that idea when it comes to nation, language, custom, tradition, experience, history, Dominican family branches or an International Monastery?”

But there is a deeper reason for a Dominican to give priority to the second approach. We claim to lead an apostolic life and to be an apostolic order. So let us share the experience of the apostles:

“When Pentecost day came round, they had all met together, when suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of a violent wind which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and there appeared to them tongues as of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak different languages as the Spirit gave them power to express themselves.”
 And the story continues: “Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at this sound they all assembled, and each one was bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language.”

Being able to speak the language of the other, being interested in expressing oneself, being thrilled to discover that the other is longing to understand my language despite all diversity, appreciating the otherness of my neighbour - that is exactly what proves the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Holy preaching takes as a starting point that – I quote today’s gospel – “They will all be taught by God”.
 The other in his or her diversity is “taught by God” like me. When “the angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, 'Set out at noon and go along the road that leads from Jerusalem down to Gaza”
 in a certain sense the Ethiopian officer was already converted because he tried to understand the foreign language of the prophet Isaiah. And it was by the Holy Spirit that Philip got the order just to follow the chariot and, thus is the exact meaning of the Greek word “kollh,qhti”, to unite himself, to associate with the chief treasurer. 

Preaching is as much about listening as talking, probably even more about listening than talking, since God created us with two ears and only one mouth. Preaching is learning the language of the other, is appreciating diversity and variety as an expression of God’s wealth of ideas and his love for us.

Without a doubt: “learning languages” and humbly facing the otherness of the other is not just fun, it also requires our effort and includes the risk of misunderstanding. Once in a while we might become tired or even be exhausted. We might be tempted to embrace the “Babel – Approach” to diversity, variety and difference rather than the “Pentecostal – One”.

But these days, being gathered together as family, have proved: It is worth every effort to overcome the “Babel – Approach”. The “Pentecostal-Approach” to diversity, variety and difference leads us to an enrichment of ourselves by discovering what God himself taught the other in his or her otherness. Only the Pentecostal-Approach can claim to be truly apostolic. 

May the separated tongues of fire come to rest on the head of each of us as different as we are! In all our given variety may we catch fire from Dominic’s vision! May the upcoming jubilee year remind us: The tangible presence of the Spirit, of “the wind blowing where it pleases”
, proves that our preaching is in fact the “Holy Preaching”, the reason for which our Order was founded.

TO MY CONTEMPLATIVE SISTERS GATHERED TOGEHER IN ORDER TO RESTART THE

FOUNDATION OF THE MONASTERY OF ST. DOMINIC IN THE DIOCESE OF BETHLEHEM, SOUTH AFRICA

Dear Sisters:
Please allow me to repeat some thoughts of mine which I wrote to the Order on the occasion of Christmas. I have to do this because this is helpful for my expression of thanks to God and to Saint Dominic together with you and for you.

In the beginnings of 1206, 800 years ago, Saint Dominic and the bishop Diego met the delegates of the Pope who preached in the territory of Albi. We know the history and its consequences. Diego had to return to his diocese. Dominic preferred to stay and to continue to preach. Thus the “Preaching of Jesus Christ”, in 1204 announced by Innocence III, became reality. The historians tell us that on from this moment Dominic preferred to be called “brother” and not any longer “sub-prior” of the Chapter of Osma.

As you know well and as I mentioned in my last Christmas message, written on the memorial day of the presentation of Mary in the temple, the second Vatican Council, when promulgating the decree “Ad Gentes”, pointed out the missionary duty of contemplative communities by exhorting them to found monasteries in missionary countries (n. 40).

Twenty-one years ago, invited by Mons. Hubert Bucher, the local bishop, seven contemplative sisters, who belonged to the Federation of St. Dominic in Spain, followed the example of Saint Dominic. Faithful to their vocation and in the spirit of the renovation of the Council they initiated with generosity the foundation of the Monastery Saint Dominic in Senekal, diocese of Bethlehem, South-Africa. As eight hundred years ago traveling far across the Pyrenees definitely changed the lives of Diego de Acebes and of Dominic de Guzman so it changed also the life of these sisters, the life of each of you, the life of the entire Order.

The memory and the action of thanks become prayer remembering Sor MarIa Isabel, the first vicaress who died in 1987. I also think of the sisters who had to return to Spain since the beginning of the foundation. What a beautiful example of a life of itinerancy and mendicancy. Some sisters handed over their testimony to the next ones like a relay race.

We know well the rich history of this foundation beginning 1988 on the 13 of February when the benediction of the monastery and the erection of the enclosure were celebrated. Since then God’s help was never missing and so wasn’t the answer of faith, hope and love on part of so many.

We know that in our tradition obedience is closely linked with listening. The other African monasteries listened to their sisters from South-Africa. The process has not been easy but after the meeting of the prioresses of the African monasteries in April 2005 the necessary steps could be undertaken in order to sustain the Monastery St. Dominic. The faltering wick must not be snuffed. Also the support of the South-African Dominican Family was of great importance. Therefore I greet all my brothers and sisters in S. Dominic who live and offer their lives as members of the Order in this beloved country.

We thank the Monastery Corpus Christi of Nairobi, Kenya who has accepted the task to replace the Federation of St. Dominic Spain and to take over the responsibility of sustaining the future of the Monastery in Senekal. The expression of my gratitude to God is also valid for this beloved Federation of Spain, particularly I think of the monasteries which with great generosity sent sisters.

On August 1 last year,  the seven nuns who intent to continue the foundation began their common life in the Monastery of Nairobi: Sister Visitation, Sister Francis and Sister Dolorosa from Senekal; Sister Judith-Mary and Sister Ermelinde from the Monastery St. Dominic in Bambui, Cameroon; Sister Joyce-Rita and Sister Mary Rose from the Monastery of Nairobi, Kenya.

Intensively they prepared themselves in order to continue the dream which was initiated 21 years ago by others sisters. The day of the presentation of the Lord in the temple, day of the consecrated life, is the day when they begin their common life within the Monastery St. Dominic. I unite myself with all of you when I concelebrate the Eucharist in St. Peters, presided over by his Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, with the intention to remember and celebrate the religious life.

It will become a feast-day for everyone. In Senekal five sisters have sustained the color and the warmth of the contemplative presence who now can return to their respective communities in Spain. They can do this with the joy of those who were faithful to the history of a pregnancy of hope in this corner of South-Africa. To them my fraternal love and gratitude!

The gratitude of the Order also goes to all our contemplative nuns who are present for this celebration. Our contemplative sisters are the hidden root of any Dominican preaching. Born in so different countries as Spain, Peru, South-Africa, Mozambique, Kenya and Cameroon, these sisters, out of their poverty, have offered their lives as a sacrifice for God. Like Dominic and Diego they accepted to travel across borders in order to give birth to something new.

In December of this year, 800 years will be completed since the Monastery of Prouilhe was founded. In a certain way we can call it the first community of the Order. Gods’ providence wanted it to be that way. The history of each of you, - of those who arrive and of those who will leave - is similar to the beginnings of the Order. Thank you for this lesson.

At many occasions we think of our enormous diversities, that we can not stand initiatives of collaboration and presence in other geographies and cultures in order to preach the gospel to all the nations. You, our contemplative sisters, as it was in the beginning of the Order, teach us once again where we have to walk...

My gratitude to all and each of you! I commend my intentions especially to this community.

Brother Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa

Master of the Order

Rome, 28th January 2006

Feast of ST. Thomas Aquinas
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New Dominican Contemplative Community - Senekal in South Africa

Preparation and Thanksgiving
 Sister Visitation Nqolo, OP

To our sisters of the Order of Preachers we send our sisterly greetings. Our sincere thanks to the Master of the Order, Fr. Carlos Aspiroz Costa, OP, to the Federation of Santo Domingo in Spain, to Fr. Manuel Merten, OP, General Promoter of the Nuns, and to the many brothers and sisters who prayed and encouraged us in many ways in this new undertaking of the monastery in Kenya, with the help of other African Monasteries, to dare to continue our prayer life in South Africa. The letter of the Master of the Order in IDI, December 2005, carried the story of how we -- Sisters Visitation, Frances, Judith Mary, Dolorosa, Joyce Rita, Ermelinde, and Mary Rose -- came into this journey. We would like to share something about our time together until Senekal became our new home.

God wanted our preparation period to begin with special blessings from the successor of St. Dominic, in the person of Fr. Carlos Aspiroz Costa, OP, who met us on 31st July 2005 after the conclusion of the meeting of the Inter-Africa Order of Preachers that was held in Nairobi next to Corpus Christi Monastery. After a visit with the entire community, the Master gave the seven of us his precious time to thank, encourage, challenge, and assure us of the Order`s support in this undertaking. Quoting the Gospel of the day, he said, “They sat down and shared from their own poverty -- and that could happen in our own community, when we put together our gifts and hopes, and trust in God."

The days and months that followed were very well spent in getting to know each other through personal introductions at the surface and deeper levels, the study of our Constitutions, and sharing the dreams we had for our future community -- which meant looking at our expectations, aspirations, and desires together. And so that these would become concrete in our lives, we had several talks that helped us to unveil our inner lives of the past and present, and directed us to what we want to be in the future. The various topics included Scripture and how the Word of God can speak to each individually; unfortunately, the excellent teacher could not continue with us to the end. We also spent days on Human Growth especially mid-life issues, our relationships with others, Dominican life, spirituality, and the vows. In between these, we had a very enlightening retreat and a few follow-ups as our inner selves continued to see more, and also more deeply. At the end, as the days were too short, we spent over two weeks working on our Guidelines: how we will try to live our daily lives during our time of adjustment in Senekal in the first six months. Before the heavy packing began, we closed these months as we had opened them, with a retreat day in the Resurrection Garden, a very beautiful place like a shrine for prayer, ten minutes from the monastery.

The real send-off came in the afternoon of 18th January with a Commissioning Mass presided over by the Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Nairobi, Anthony Ireri Mukobo, IMC, assisted by the Vicar Provincial of East Africa Fr. Maurice Scheepers, OP, two other Dominican priests, the student brothers, and some friends. The Mass was bright with colorful liturgical dances. In the midst of joys, tears also flowed due to the anticipated departure. Before the closing of the Mass, we received special blessings from Bishop Anthony who laid hands on us, as did the priests and the prioress. It was a very moving moment. Mass was followed by some drinks before the departure of the Bishop, and the Office of Vespers by the sons and daughters of St. Dominic. As often happens on such occasions, supper continued the celebration with food from all the communities. "How good and pleasant it is, when brothers and sisters live in unity" was a concrete experience. Presents, speeches, and dances followed endlessly until the Vicar Provincial gently brought the evening to a close with the singing of the Salve and the O Lumen. The goodbyes slowly faded into the night.

On the 20th January 2006 before cockcrow, the seven of us were kissing our sisters tearful goodbyes, as we packed the two vehicles with suitcases full of warm clothes for the future encounter with the severe winters of Free State in the small town of Senekal. Before five a.m. the convoy headed for the airport, the first step to the distant lands of our mission. By noon we were in the welcoming embraces of our Dominican brothers in Johannesburg, the capital of the Republic of South Africa. Fr. Mark James, the Vicar Provincial, and Fr. Julio from Angola, drove us to Mondeor, the vice-provincial community where we spent our next three days in the generous hospitality of our brothers, who made us feel completely at home. This was our base for becoming acquainted with the history and people of South Africa, a country where the scourge of apartheid began to disappear only about fourteen years ago. We were able to visit the Apartheid Museum, which displays its painful history by means of photos, videos, and the death machines used. The happy conclusion makes us cry with joy as we see the results of voting as a single people, and the acceptance of one another within a few years’ time after apartheid was declared at an end: the greatest miracle of our times. We had the opportunity to attend a Sunday liturgy in one of the Dominican parishes, where participation by every single person was total and very challenging indeed. Some of our ignorance had been dissipated by the time we left the capital city for the monastery on the morning of the 24th . 

Sister Catherine Owens, OP, and Fr. Sakhi, the parish priest of Senekal, picked us up at 9:15 a.m. to take us on the long drive, made longer to us who live in populated villages by the emptiness of endless farms and farmland. One sister kept asking all the time," Where are the people?" Yes, the people were in towns and other locales. During the days of apartheid, people (especially the Coloreds and the Blacks) lived in groups and in places allocated to them: they were never meant to mix. These living places still exist out of necessity, but will slowly die out in the new South Africa as the people become more self-supporting financially. Four hours later we arrived to a real welcome from our five Spanish sisters who had carried on the life of prayer for twenty-one years in this monastery. For the three sisters, Visitation, Frances and Dolorosa, it was a homecoming after six months in Kenya. For the four others, Judith Mary, Ermelinde, Mary Rose and Joyce Rita, it was the adventure of finally arriving where God had told them to "LEAVE AND GO". We were made to feel deeply at home. The days that followed were spent on practical matters, showing the newcomers the different departments, in the midst of packing for the Spanish sisters and at the same time preparing for the Day of Thanksgiving.

This was 2nd February 2006, the day dedicated to Consecrated Life. Present were the Bishop of Bethlehem, Hubert Bucher, who was also the main celebrant of the Mass; Fr. Manuel Merten, OP, the General Promoter of the Nuns; Fr. Cletus Nwabuzo, OP, Socius to the Master for Africa; Sr. Mary Anne, OP, prioress of the Corpus Christi Monastery in Kenya; Fr. Mark James, OP, Vicar Provincial of South Africa; many priests of the Diocese of Bethlehem; and Dominican brothers and sisters as well as Laity from this diocese. At ten a.m. the procession began in the small chapel, with lighted candles for the Feast of Presentation of the Lord, and proceeded to the cloister courtyard. The letter of Sor Luz Franco, OP, Federal Mother of the Federation of Santo Domingo that founded Senekal, was read at the beginning of the Mass, and that of Fr. Carlos Aspiroz Costa, Master of the Order, at the conclusion. The two letters were as two pillars that left no doubt in our minds and hearts, not only as to the importance of the undertaking, but also concerning the appreciation and the hope the Order has placed in us. We are very encouraged by the support and trust given to us. Before the homily the two groups, led by Sr. Visitacion Alcade, vicaress of the Federal Mother, and Sr. Mary Anne, made a very touching symbolic gesture: the two sisters, carrying large candles, lit them both at the same time from the altar candles, after which they exchanged them, symbolizing the giving of the light of Christ to each other. Then the two sisters lit the candles of the rest of us -- Sr. Mary Anne those of the outgoing Spanish Sisters, and Sr. Visitacion Alcade those of the incoming African Sisters. Then we all joined hands together and sang, “Bind us together, Lord, with bonds that cannot be broken". After that, all the religious present lit their candles and remained in silence for two minutes to allow each person to renew her/his vows to the Lord. It was so moving! The Bishop’s homily for the occasion was another very touching moment. After the Mass, the celebration continued with the sharing of a delicious meal. The two following days were full of mixed feelings, as we looked ahead to the departure of the sisters.

It came on 5th February, and it was extremely painful to see them go: the goodbyes were full of tears and no words. At 2:20 p.m., the vehicle pulled out. However they were not to go alone, but with an escort. They meant so much to this diocese, that the escort was not merely to Johannesburg Airport: it was meant as an escort to every monastery in Spain from which any sister had come to live in this monastery; and the escort was Bishop Hubert Bucher himself, personally! Two days later our Brother Cletus returned for a visit, and to update us on the news of the Order in Africa. We are now trying to settle down in our new place of work, and beginning to feel that this is our monastery!

Once more we ask your prayers that God`s work may be carried out fully in our lives in this beautiful young land of South Africa.

Contact: St. Dominic`s Convent, 5-Busschau Street, Box 637, Senekal, 

9600 Free State- S.Africa. E.Mail: domicannuns@xsinet.co.za

Dominican Nuns in the Asia – Pacific Region

Results of the working sessions of February 5 and 6, 2006
(Dominican Family Leaders’ Conference at Multan, Pakistan)

Preliminary Remarks:

On behalf of the president, Sr. Mary Emmanuelle of the monastery of Bocaue (Philippines) and delegate to the International Commission of the Nuns for the Asia–Pacific Region, and Fr. Manuel Merten, OP, General Promoter for the Nuns of the Order, invited the prioresses of the monasteries of the region to take part in this Dominican Leaders’ Conference. Only a few of them responded to the letters of invitation. These prioresses informed us of their decision not to take part in the meeting according to their understanding and practice of enclosure. Some mentioned also financial reasons.

For obvious political reasons the monastery of Vietnam couldn’t send a representative. The Superior of the new monastery in India felt it would be too early for her to attend the meeting, since their monastery has not really gotten off the ground as yet.

The recently-confirmed Association of Dominican Monasteries in Japan had decided to send two representatives. However, as news of the instability of the political situation in Pakistan spread in Japan weeks ago, the chosen delegates decided not to come to Pakistan even though Fr. Manuel tried hard to convince them to let go of their fears and come.

The monasteries of Korea and Taiwan, belonging to the Fraternal Union of Olmedo and through this to the Federation of Spain, still seem to be far more related to these bonds than to an understanding of their affiliation with the Asia–Pacific Region. 

In general our monasteries prize their autonomy, and do not think so much in terms of the newly- created regional structures of the Order. This is true almost all over the world and is in no way specific to the nuns of the Asia–Pacific Region.

These and possibly other reasons led to the result that Sr. Mary Emmanuelle and Fr. Manuel Merten were the only representatives of the Asia-Pacific nuns in this Dominican Family Leader’s Conference.

Three years ago Fr. Quirico presented to us three “levels of collaboration” identified by Loughlan Sofield. We would like to make use of them again for the following analysis.

1. Collaboration at the level of our own branch

1st level: Coexistence

We still had to realise that, at least partly, the monasteries of our Region exist at this level (coexistence) regarding the other monasteries as well the other branches of the Dominican family: there is almost no structured or systematic communication on the regional level. However, this is not just a bit of bad luck, but also part of the monastic vocation, which indeed includes:

· withdrawal  from the world (less interest in everyday business activities);
· an understanding of enclosure that is more than simply spiritual.
In addition:
· For historical reasons, there are bonds and relationships with the respective founding monasteries and Federation and/or Union to which a monastery belongs.
· The great distances which pose an obstacle to cooperation for the other branches of the Family do so even more for the monasteries.

· The sense of “belonging to a region” is still very small if developed at all.

· There is no uniform or standardized understanding regarding the consequences and implications of enclosure when it comes to practical decisions. This has an effect on the use of all media of communication; on standards for leaving the enclosure or for a permission to enter it; on personal contacts with family members, as well as with members of the Dominican Family, etc.

Nevertheless, there is an increasing interest in some monasteries, which the nuns express this way: “We would like to know more concretely and better understand what we are supposed to pray for.”

2nd level: Communication

Some steps were taken in this direction by some monasteries in the region, i.e.:
With regard to mutual communication between particular monasteries:
· The monasteries of Cainta and Bocaue visit each other from time to time; there is mutual communication and a common formation program for the novices.
· There is an improvement in the fraternal relationship between the monasteries of Karachi and Bocaue; Sr. Mary Emmanuelle and Fr. Manuel will visit the monastery in Karachi when this Conference is over.
· The monasteries of Korea and Taiwan, since they belong to the Fraternal Union of Olmedo and form part of the Federation Santo Domingo of Spain, have strong bonds of communication and cooperation.
With regard to all of the monasteries of the Asia–Pacific Region:

· “Dom-Nuns-Asia”, an annually produced magazine, was published and sent out regularly by Sr. Mary Emmanuelle. It was very much appreciated, and the monasteries contributed to it by sending in articles and reports.
· “Monialibus”, the bulletin for all the nuns of the Order, is not by its nature a regional means of communication; however, it is supportive of the idea of more communication, as well as cooperation.
3rd level: Cooperation

A very important step has been achieved in Japan:
· The four monasteries in Japan have succeeded in forming an Association; their Statutes were acknowledged and confirmed by the Holy See at the end of last year.
· In order to draft the Statutes and vote on them, and to plan for a common program of formation, meetings of the prioresses of the monasteries in Japan took place. They were supported by the presence of Father Tanaka, OP 

With regard to “Cooperation” we can offer only some ideas, which are still up in the air:

· Intensive sharing of the newsletters of the different monasteries of the region through the bulletin  “Dom-Nuns-Asia”;
· sharing of concrete formation programs of different monasteries/federations;
· promoting/supporting the young monasteries in Vietnam and India.

This could be carried out by, e.g.,
· intensive prayer;
· improvement of awareness;
· reports in the bulletin “Dom-Nuns-Asia”;
· invitations to take part in formation programs.
2. Collaboration at the level of Dominican Family

Preliminary remark:

The particular preconditions for cooperation from the side of the nuns are stated in LCM (fundamental constitution I. II and III – Nr. 36):

The friars, sisters and laity of the Order are to “preach the name of our Lord Jesus Christ throughout the world”; the nuns are to seek ponder and call upon Him  in solitude so that the word proceeding from the mouth of God may not return to Him empty, but may accomplish those things for which it was sent (Isaiah 55:10).

Called by God, like Mary, to sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to His words (cf. Lk 10:39) they are converted to the Lord, withdrawing from the empty preoccupations and illusions of the world.  Forgetting what lies behind and reaching out for what lies ahead…they love Christ, Who is close to the Father’s heart.


36.  By withdrawal from the world, in fact and in spirit, the nuns, like prudent virgins waiting for their Lord, are freed from worldly affairs so that they may have leisure to devote themselves wholeheartedly to the kingdom of God.  This hidden life should open their minds to the breadth and height and depth of the love of God who sent His Son so that the whole world might be saved through Him.  Such was the enclosure chosen for the nuns by the most holy Patriarch from the beginning of the Order and faithfully observed until now.

This means the nuns cooperate, above all, on a spiritual level through: 

· their prayer and contemplation;
· the witness of their life in silence, simplicity and withdrawal;
· their compassionate interest.
Additional possibilities for collaboration:

· hosting of Dominican Laity groups – spiritual support (formation);
· hosting brothers and sisters (including our Dominican Laity) for retreats;
· support of justice and peace projects by such means as prayer, fasting,
distribution of information, collecting signatures (e.g., against female genital mutilation, etc.);
· promotion of vocations.
Desirable steps to be undertaken in the future

1.
With regard to the other branches of the Dominican family:
Within the Dominican Family, the understanding must be fostered that the nuns have in fact a different approach to the “preaching of the gospel” entrusted to the entire Order. One cannot expect the nuns to be the “hidden root of all Dominican Preaching”,
 and also expect them to be present publicly at any meeting and occasion. The nuns would lose their own best vocation if, by their practice, they were to become increasingly indistinguishable from our active Sisters. This would not only damage the particular and exceptional vocation of the nuns, but also the richness of the diversity of our vocations within the Dominican Family.

Therefore we ask the leaders of the different branches to make an effort to understand better and more deeply the particular vocation of the nuns of the Order, and to make the members of their corresponding branches aware of it.

Concrete steps might be:

· Visit the monasteries within your territory more often;
· Join the nuns for prayer;
· If possible, spend some time in a monastery in order to understand by experience what the monastic life of our nuns is about;
· Ask the nuns to explain to you their own understanding of “preaching the gospel”;
· Do not hesitate to challenge the nuns with questions and doubts you have;
· Do not hesitate also to thank them for their special service, and to express your admiration for their radical life for the benefit of the entire Order;
· Inform them of your projects and ask for their prayers;
· Feel responsible for the promotion of vocations to the Dominican monastic life;
· Make the improvement of mutual understanding a topic for one of your next Chapter Meetings;
· Be creative in finding means to foster more mutual understanding and cooperation between the nuns and your particular branch (especially with regard to the areas of liturgy and prayer, study, mission).
2.
With regard to the nuns of the Order:
Both outside and within our Order we are living in a rapidly-changing world. Globalisation, a mass-media society, post-modernity, etc. are facts, whether we like them or not. If the nuns one-sidedly stress their autonomy and deny any need for a change; if they don’t cooperate and refuse to make use of what other monasteries and/or the other branches of the Family have to offer, they themselves may become responsible for the unattractive appearance of their respective monastery, and for an ever-increasing lack of vocations.

Therefore we ask the prioresses of our monasteries to face the changing world, as well as the changes within the Order (for example the regional structure of cooperation), and make every effort to understand better and more deeply the particular vocation of the other branches, and to make the members of their monasteries aware of it. Only in sharing our particular vocation, only in being together in prayer, study and mission, will we remain or become strong.

LCM 45 reads: “In their prayer the nuns bring before God the joys and hopes, the sorrows and anguish of the people of today.  Therefore they should be suitably informed of these matters…”  Could there be a more suitable way for getting this information than from the brothers and sisters of your own Family who are close to the “people of today”?

Concrete steps might be:

· Invite leaders/members of the other branches to visit you and to talk about their projects, their efforts, joys and hopes, sorrows and anguish;
· Invite them to take part in your liturgy and prayers;
· Take invitations to “Family Events” seriously; even if – according to your particular vocation -- you decide not to take part in these events personally, please at least show your interest by responding to the invitation, by promising your spiritual presence, and above all by your prayer;
· Don’t expect members of the other branches to understand your particular vocation as the “most natural thing in the world”, but talk about it and explain your own understanding of “preaching the gospel”; the rules and customs of your community; why you are happy with your hidden life, etc.;
· Do not hesitate to challenge the members of the other branches with questions and doubts you have;
· Do not hesitate also to thank them for their special service, and to express your admiration for their apostolic life for the benefit of the entire Order;
· Do not hesitate to ask the members of the other branches to support you in promoting vocations to the Dominican monastic life--but feel responsible on your part for the promotion of vocations to the friars, the Sisters and the Laity;
· Make the improvement of mutual understanding (and cooperation) a topic for one of your next Chapter Meetings;
· Be creative in finding means to foster more mutual understanding among the monasteries of your Region, as well as with the other branches of the Family  (especially with regard to the areas of liturgy and prayer, study and mission).
Multan, Pakistan, 6th February 2006

Fr. Manuel Merten, OP




Sr. Mary Emmanuelle Cruz, OP

Prom. Gen. Monialium




ICN - Delegate for Asia Pacific

The Monastery in Radonie

On Laetare Sunday, 6th March 2005, our monastery of nuns of the Dominican Order was canonically erected in Radonie, a small village 40 kilometers from Warsaw. This is the third monastery of Dominican nuns in Poland. We celebrated Holy Mass which was attended by Polish Dominican nuns and friars, Dominicans from Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, as well as our friends and many people of the neighborhood. During the Mass Fr. Maciej Zieba read out a decree, signed in January by Cardinal Józef Glemp, erecting the Radonie monastery as a separate and autonomous monastery of Dominican nuns. 

The Building of Walls and of Our Community

The first three sisters came here in 1990 from the Monastery of St. Anna, 30 kilometers from Czestochowa. For many years several nuns of that community had wanted to establish a new house of prayer. When the number of nuns at St. Anna had increased sufficiently, we decided to found a new monastery. Alberta Pietruszkówna became the initiator and superior of the community. After a few years of searching for the best place to build the monastery we decided to accept the offer of a landowner, a member of the Reformed Church, who gave us eight hectares of land with two hectares of forest.  

For the first three years of construction the nuns lived in a rented house a few kilometers from Radonie. The house was a virtual ruin in very bad condition: we had neither running water nor central heating, the roof was leaking and there was not enough space, so that kitchen and bathroom were in the same area. However, there was a place for a chapel with the Blessed Sacrament. The pioneer nuns were so cheerful and enthusiastic that even today, some of the terrible stories from that time make us laugh. We would live in the house, take care of the construction site, and go to the parish church for Holy Mass. 

The first years of the construction were very hard. Mother Superior Alberta passed away in 1991 after a serious illness and Sister Paula, the second great enthusiast of the foundation, became the superior. Construction was especially difficult after 1989, the start of the free market system in Poland, because it was completely new for the nuns. An ambitious architectural design had to be altered due to high costs; construction companies changed, and often took advantage of the nuns’ lack of familiarity with legal and economic matters; there were months of stoppages. However, these difficult experiences strengthened the young community. We gained more competence in construction matters and learned not to lose hope, saying that when God wanted this monastery, it would be established despite human ineptitude.

And indeed, the monastery was established! In June 1993, eight nuns moved into the first part of the building. Because the financial situation had once again become very difficult, we decided to travel to other cities to collect money. We visited Polish parish churches to take up collections for the construction of the monastery, which could continue only by this means. Yet these trips, though difficult, unexpectedly became a very important part of our community life. We returned not only with money, but with many prayer intentions. There are often difficult issues, suffering, tears and crosses which people entrust to us, for us to entrust to God. We are obligated to do this: we are aware that suffering, tears and thankful prayers are building our monastery. 

At Holy Mother of the Rosary

The Holy Mother of the Rosary is the patron of our monastery, as well as of the chapel which has been here since 2002. In the beginning when we prayed in a small temporary chapel, about 60 people from the neighbourhood would come for Sunday Mass: the parish church is seven kilometers away, public transport is scarce, and many people are poor and can’t afford a car. Our presence gave them a chance to attend Sunday Mass regularly. In the past few years, the number of the faithful who come here for Sunday Mass has considerably increased. This unique place attracts not only local people, but also those from Warsaw and neighbouring towns, especially during Easter and at Christmas Midnight Mass. The chapel was consecrated on 1st May, 2005. 

The Radonie monastery is not only a place of prayer and work for the twelve members of the community; it also attracts people looking for God and beautiful liturgy. Almost from the very beginning, from the moment it became habitable, people needing silence, prayer and converse with the nuns have been coming here. Dominicans come here for retreat, and our friars have been coming here from the start to help out at the construction site, garden and forest. 

Now the building is almost ready. The canonical erection of our monastery opened a new chapter in the life of our community. We want to serve the world, the Church and our Order, and to bear witness to our hope and mutual love whose source is the presence of the Risen Christ. Thankful to God, we entrust ourselves to the care of St. Dominic and to your prayers. 

 --The Nuns of the Radonie Monastery

P.S.- We would especially like to thank our departed Sister Paula for the totality of her contribution to the work of building in Radonie, all the visible elements as well as the supremely important invisible ones. Sister Paula, who lived for years in the St. Anna Monastery, had wanted so much to join us on 6th March, 2005, for the celebration of canonical erection. By early March, however, she was very weak. God called her on 4th March, 2005, so she certainly was with us after all! We entrust her soul to your memory. 

Shared Experiences
It has been suggested that the bulletin Monialibus include a section where nuns can share their experiences. These articles do not necessarily represent any official position of the International Commission nor are they an attempt to promote a certain point of view. It is a simple sharing of lived experiences. This can help us discover and respect the legitimate diversity in the ways of living the Dominican contemplative life around the world. Our intention is to promote understanding and develop links of communion. 

FORMATION in Dominican Contemplative Life
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by Sr. María Araceli Abós, O.P., Monastery of St. Agnes, Saragossa, Spain:

Formation and Study in Dominican Monasteries - The WHY:

"This is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and the one whom you have sent -- Jesus Christ" (Jn. 17:3).  In such knowledge the Dominican contemplative has her "specialty" -- already, and on this shore. "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and the first commandment."  Knowing God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, as the all-absorbing and radiant love of her life - to this the contemplative devotes her whole heart, soul and mind.

St. Thomas advised: "Seek to enter upon the deep sea, not directly but by way of streams, in order to reach the difficult by means of what is easier." We have to search, then, for rivers leading to the Sea, as Thomas told us. That is the role of formation: initial formation first, and then formation continuing throughout our lives.

In formation, it is not a matter just of knowing things about God, but of knowing God, in order to submerge without fear in a life that has him for "habitat."  Him. Him first. And not just for me but for all those whom he has given me and whom I carry within me, in the uninterrupted birthing which a life of prayer should be.

Formation and Study in DOMINICAN Life:
For us the charism of our founder is indispensable. In the twelfth century St. Dominic realized that the lack of formation among priests generally was the reason for a great number of the faithful not knowing Jesus Christ; a field was ready for the sowing of the Albigensian heresy, which would gather in such an alarmingly abundant harvest.

The coworkers whom Dominic recruited, either were already well formed or he immediately procured adequate formation for them, for the sake of "bringing the name of Jesus to the ends of the earth."  He himself attended, with a group, the classes of Master Stavensby. To the first sisters of Prouilhe he showed in his own conferences the channel by which -- parallel to the friars -- they could be evangelizers.  And for the sisters of San Sisto he traversed daily the path from the Aventine to give them his formative exhortations. To us, formation "comes naturally."

The Dominican contemplative, therefore, called to her "specialization in God," fittingly plans her life in a form most effective for knowing and loving Him fully -- as her core mission -- at the same time giving her witness that God exists, that He is worth every effort, that Jesus is the Son of God made man, and that he has taught us the deepest love that can be known, received, given.

Contemplative Dominican life is centered on the truth we attain by understanding, an understanding elevated by faith in regard to supernatural truths. It follows as a logical consequence that the study of truth is an indispensable element in the contemplative life. Jordan of Saxony said of St. Dominic that when he left the study of the liberal arts in order to rise to the study of theology, "he began to be completely overawed by contact with Sacred Scripture, much sweeter than honey to the taste."  And so he left to the Order the obligation of study as an essential component, and the Constitutions of the Nuns make study obligatory, in order to nourish faith, give warmth and effectiveness to spiritual reading, foster contemplation, favor the fulfillment of the evangelical counsels, and help in the attainment of full human maturity. The Constitutions stress principally the study of the sacred books, with the object of penetrating and contemplating the mystery of salvation.

Formation and Study -- The HOW:
Certain subjects are helpful for every kind of specialization, but those which are indispensable in some would not even be considered in others. One cannot specialize in medicine with the same subjects that would be needed for specialization in paleography, numismatics or architecture. Even within specialties, particular preparation is needed by those who are going to exercise their profession in very concrete settings, or for those whose preferential option leads them to the Third or Fourth Worlds.

Study and formation in a monastery, then, are not accomplished in the same way as the formation of a priest or of a secular theologian. In the monastery, knowing is for being, twenty-four hours a day; a professional's schedule, on the other hand, takes shape  according to particular needs. Religious formation should be always on the way toward seeing that knowledge and praxis go hand in hand. Some lay graduate students have what they call "practice sessions" in certain subjects. In religious formation there can be no separation of speculative and practical, precisely so that the Dominican nun's mission in the Church may not be lost sight of.

The ideas set out thus far, bring us to a distinction between two moments in the formation process: initial formation and continuing formation. The first years in a monastery are the ones where orientation is most needed by the candidate. At this time she has to see if there is a real call, what ideal attracts her, and what means will be effective for its attainment. An efficient formation plan in these first years is indispensable, and disposes the candidate for further formation which can consolidate objectives and deepen them in the light of each one's call. The effectiveness of common novitiates has been proven; in them formation takes place within the monastic day, harmonizing liturgical and intellectual tasks with work and domestic tasks, in a way that shows clearly what the future life of the nun will be. Common novitiates also broaden horizons and hearts, by making the interests, needs and characteristics of other monasteries into matters of common concern, forming aspirants in reproducing the early style of Dominic who involved the nuns of Prouilhe in the problems of San Sisto, and the nuns of San Sisto in the needs of Bologna, and who transferred some of the nuns for the benefit of all.

In regard to continuing formation, we need to take into account that stagnation can occur in the desire for learning and knowing the science of God. On this point, the following quotation is pertinent: "The flight from effort is excused very easily when there is question of monastic study, and presupposes a blockage in the learning and understanding of sacred science. There is a process involved in every kind of learning -- manual, intellectual, or spiritual -- and the process demands effort. If effort is not made, learning does not occur. In the spiritual life we should not settle for a lack of basic literacy -- a lack which could have been overcome. A serious life of study presupposes abnegation and renunciation, which are rewarded with the attainment of equilibrium and with human and supernatural maturity. For nuns serious study is a secure base which nourishes contemplation, as well as an ascetic method for channeling part of the penitential dimension of the nun's life."   

Pius XII expressed clearly the need of formation as "a secure orientation for contemplatives, of great service in avoiding illusions and discerning the authentically supernatural from pathological states."  John Paul II affirmed that contemplative Orders need formation to help their members be what they are, namely, "prophets and living teachers for all….Their attitude toward the realities of this world, which they contemplate in the wisdom of the Spirit, enlightens us about the eternal blessings."

We can draw from all the preceding that in a monastery, study cannot be literary dilettantism. For prayer and communication with God, spending the times of prayer in constant reading can be as damaging as would be using the hours of study in mere humanistic curiosity. What is at stake is what was stressed above at the beginning: "a gaze and a heart fixed on God." Let study then be understood as the search and penetration into the mystery of God, carried out with the heart of a mother drawing near to all human beings.

"Open your mouth and I will fill it," Psalm 80 invites us -- words eloquent for showing the freedom of the divine gift and also our simple yet indispensable cooperation in opening our mouths to receive it. May God himself be always the reason and the filling of those open mouths.   

**********************************************
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!

Sr. Visitación Alcalde, OP

Palencia - Spain

Sister Mary Emmanuelle, the editor of Monialibus, asked us to share with all the sisters of the Order of Preachers our experience at Saint Dominic’s Monastery in Senekal, South Africa. We are glad to oblige, so that you can help us thank God for all we experienced there for the last six years.

Mother Federal, Sr. Maria Luz Franco, came to our community in 1999 asking assistance for Saint Dominic’s Monastery, where just six nuns were happily living our Dominican charism. Only trust in God’s grace induced us to accept her suggestion.

 There was the language difficulty, which we thought insurmountable due to our advanced age. We accepted the risks of that suggested missionary venture with faith. We knew that the Holy Spirit would unify our hearts in spite of the diversity of cultures and customs and, thanks be to God, this was constantly verified. 

Four African sisters were waiting for us in that small community: Sr. Visitation Ngolo, Sr. Francis Vellem, Sr. Mary Dolorosa Muianga (a nun in temporary vows), and a novice not yet professed. Sr. Visitation, Sr. Francis and Sr. Mary Dolorosa had been members of other apostolic but non-Dominican African Congregations, and had felt the call to a contemplative life. Three Spanish nuns, Sr. Pilar Martinez and Sr. Diana Delgado from Salamanca, and Sr. Rosa Maria Calvo from Santa Catalina, Valladolid, completed the community.

Saint Dominic’s Monastery was born in June 1985. It was founded by the Federation of Saint Dominic, Province of Spain, by request of Bishop Hubert Bucher, who wanted a contemplative community in his Diocese of Bethlehem. During those 21 years of history the community has lived through painful events, notably the death of Sr. Isabel Cabeza Rojo, their first Vicaress, in a car accident when the foundation was only two years old. It was a great trial which the sisters overcame with courage and the decision to go on. 

Not all the founders were able to remain; for various reasons, some had to return to their monasteries of origin. Other sisters came from Spain, and the African sisters above all were a very important source of hope, filling the community with joy and happiness. The community was always small: a mustard seed, containing within it the strength and energy for its growth. A permanent characteristic has been joy and enthusiasm. We very much loved the expressive liturgy and the familiar parties, because in Africa almost everything is a reason to celebrate!

South Africa is a country where Lutheran and other reformed churches have much influence. This why the contemplative vocation is misunderstood: we seem to be doing nothing. Besides this, the Diocese has only 80 years of evangelization behind it, and so the faith is not strong enough in souls to attract them to a consecrated life of prayer. These facts explain the lack of young people in communities. In fact, several girls have come to the monastery. Some even decided to try their vocation with the community, but they did not persevere. 

This whole experience has been very beautiful and enriching. The contact with different cultures has broadened us to a new vision. Knowing our brothers who live in very poor conditions has also made us more sensitive to poverty. Although we too are poor, thanks be to God we’ve been able to share by employing them to work in the garden and clean the chapel. And we’ve also been able to share a large amount of food and clothing with needy families! 
Priests and missionaries have always loved the community, since the sisters received so graciously the many who came to share their worries and the difficulties of a missionary life, which were then remembered in our prayers. They all knew that at St. Dominic’s Monastery they had a house where they could rest and spend several days on retreat: their own private “Bethany”. 

What impresses us most is the fraternity and friendship among the priests and consecrated persons. Everybody is invited to the important events, i.e., ordinations, professions or special celebrations; and everyone comes, even though they might have to make a long trip. On these occasions, the soul receives a strong impulse which rekindles their mission in the Church. Sharing happiness is always necessary; but in places where great loneliness is experienced because of the very small number of missionaries, it’s absolutely essential in a very particular way.

We mention two celebrations that took place at the monastery recently. In April 2005 there was an Assembly at which all the African Dominican monasteries were present. Fr. Manuel Merten OP, General Promoter for the Nuns, and Fr. Roger OP, Assistant of the Master for Africa, were the moderators who guided us in each discussion. We talked about many topics interesting to all of us. It was suggested finally that sisters from the African monasteries take responsibility for St. Dominic’s Convent in Senekal, since our Federation could not support the foundation due to scarcity of vocations in Spain. This is the reason for the closing of several Federation monasteries. 

Taking advantage of the presence of contemplative sisters, a whole day was dedicated to the Dominican Family. Friars and sisters of active life working in South Africa came to celebrate, 50 people in all. The Holy Mass was concelebrated, with the Provincial, Fr. Mark James OP, as main celebrant. Then we had a meal in the garden. It was a memorable day. Everything was wonderful and enriching, because we felt joined to the mission of the Order in that continent. 

On February 2nd, World Day of Consecrated Life, we celebrated a singular event: the sisters from Spain passed the responsibility of the monastery to the African sisters, and there was the bidding of farewell to the sisters who had maintained the light of Saint Dominic for 21 years in that beloved monastery. Mission accomplished: we had happily sown the seed of Dominican contemplative life; and we returned, keeping in our hearts that piece of African land, certain now that this house of prayer is in good hands.

The community is made up of Sr. Joyce Rita from Nairobi (Kenya), Sr. Mary Rose from Nairobi (Kenya), Sr. Judith from Bambui (Cameroon), Sr. Hermelinda from Bambui (Cameroon), and three more who belonged to Senekal itself. 

By means of “Monialibus” we want to thank the sisters who agreed to form part of this monastery, which today has a very special place in our heart and in our story, both personal and Federal. 

We also want to thank Bishop Hubert Bucher, who has been a true father to the community from the very beginning. He came with us to our monasteries in Spain, to be able to personally thank each community for our presence in Senekal. 

**********************************************

Dominikanerinnenkolster Maria Zuflucht

Im Städlti 29 Ch-8872 Weesen
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The Community of Maria Zuflucht (Our Lady of Refuge) in Weesen will celebrate a great jubilee: 750 years of Dominican contemplative life.

The small, but lively community of 11 Sisters will celebrate on the 7th – 8th of October 2006, that since 750 years Sisters live a Dominican life of prayer and contemplation in the monastery of Weesen near the Walensee. On the 7th of October 1256 the already existing community of Beguines joined the Dominican Order. At the moment the convent buildings from the end of the 16th century are renovated and will be shown to the visitors on this occasion. 

For the jubilee Mass with the promoter for the nuns, P. Manuel Merten OP, the whole parish is invited. The Community likes to celebrate this special occasion with the people of the village, where they have lived for the past 750 years.

Dominican “enclosed” nun signed up by the radio station called CADENA SER.

Sister María Lucía Caram, O.P Argentinean, from the Monastery of Dominican Nuns of Manresa, has been signed up by the radio station called CADENA SER to direct a weekly programme which lasts one hour. The programme called “Punt of Trobada” can be listened to on 1.539 MW and 95.8 or 92.3 FM.

The programme was presented by the ex-president of the Generalitat of Catalunya, Jordi Pujol, at an event which more than 400 people attended.

The programme is about religious, interreligious and immigration topics and also about old people, health and solidarity. In this programme some important people have already be interviewed such as: the ex-defence Minister, José Bono, the bishop Pere Casaldáliga, Raimón Panikkar, Ricard Serra, who is the cardiologist of the football team Barça, the president of Fecsa of  Catalunya Central, etc…

The listeners´ response have  surpassed all  expectations, and it is significant that an “enclosed” nun goes outside the limits of the monastery to proclaim through the radio waves the message which brightens up and gives sense to her life.

On Thursday 13th of April –Holy Thursday- TV3 the television channel of Catalunya broadcasted a programme about this nun. 

A daughter of Saint Dominic, of the Order of Preachers, goes beyond the predictions and with joy and enthusiasm she transmits vitality and evangelical grace. 

Dominican Family
Joyful Fr. Manuel, 

Shalom from Cameroon! I am right back home with my family and we are sharing the great experiences one had in Prouilhe. I attach here an article, which I wrote on the 7th of May before I left Prouilhe. This Fraternity in Bambui, Bamenda to which I belong owes so much to the Nuns of Bambui that I am not able to really express it in this article. What I state in this article are the bare facts, the naked truth, and you are free to use it as a testimony of the great and impossible things that our Nuns are doing in the Family. Without the Nuns in Bambui this letter I am writing to you would not be possible. We are thanking God daily for our Nuns here. I know for sure that our Nuns in the Order are doing lots of impossible things for Jesus and Mary around the world. I am forwarding it to IDI for publication.  

It’s your friend, joyful Marcus Kejungki, in Cameroon 

Lest I Forget

These days at Prouilhe – Fanjeaux, France (April 28 to May 4 2006) have reminded me in a very powerful way that IS the NUNS of the Monastery of St Dominic, Bambui /Bamenda, Cameroon, that gave birth to the St. Catherine of Siena Lay Dominican Fraternity, Bambui /Bamenda, Cameroon.
It all came alive on 8th August 1999 when St Dominic’s statue was being erected in the Monastery of the Dominican Nuns at Bambui /Bamenda. After the erection ceremony some 4 lay persons who had been present at the installation Mass just wondered if lay people could be part of this Dominican Family process. It occurred to them that they could ask the Prioress of Bambui and this they did.

After a few moments of silence and reflection the 4 lay persons and the Prioress agreed that they should pray about the idea, think about it, and invite a friend or two to come along to the Monastery the following month, September 1999.

The 2nd Sunday of that September, if I remember well, about 12 lay individuals met in Bambui Monastery. The then Prioress, Sr. Margaret Chumi, OP, had put together bits of ‘news’ items about Dominic and the Bishop Diego of Osma etc. she shared this with the laypersons who were there. That was already our Formation started. We have met in our general monthly meeting every 2nd Sunday of the month up to today.

The Nuns in Bambui have continued to ‘feed’ us and to pray for us. With their encouragement we have been able to “scale very difficult fortress walls”. They linked us up to the archbishop of Bamenda, to the Diocesan Priests and to the Priests teaching in the Major Seminary of Bambui. These Priests are all helping to form us. They also brought us to Fr. François Dominique Charles who is now the Vicar for Equatorial Africa. He it is who brought about the erection of our Lay Fraternity in September 2001, and worked on the final commitment / engagement of the first 9 Finally Professed of our Fraternity on Saturday 30th April 2005.

And how did I become a Lay Dominican? My friend Felix Foko, the current Moderator of St. Catherine of Siena Lay Dominican Fraternity, Bambui / Bamenda, sent a verbal message to me at Jakiri from Bamenda Archdiocese. (Jakiri is about 90 km north of Bamenda and in a different Diocese, the Diocese of Kumbo).The message stated that I should do all I could to be present at Bambui convent on the 2nd Sunday of October 1999. Felix did not say what I was going to do down at Bambui: simply “Come down to Bambui convent.’ I do not remember if I had ever been to that convent before then? At any rate I did go down to Bambui from Jakiri in October 1999, and I have remained part of that community till this day.

So many things have happened to our Fraternity between August 1999 and today: we can only PRAISE and THANK God for the great things He is doing in our days!  -- Marcus KEJUNGKI, opl, CAMEROON.

� Gen 11, 7 - 9


� cf. Ps 149


� Acts 2, 1 - 4


� John 6, 45b


� Acts 8, 26


� John 3, 8


� Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa OP in his message to the monastery in Senekal (South Africa) on the occasion of February 2nd, the day of thanksgiving and farewell to the nuns of the Federation of Santo Domingo, Spain, and the inauguration of a new African community within this monastery.
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